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1 CAN’T GET STARTED

Music by VERNON DUKE
Words by IRA GERSHWIN™
Arranged by VICTOR GOINES

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The classic trumpet solo by Bunny Berigan on “I Can’t Get Started” is standard listening, repertoire for
trumpeters. This song was Berigan’s theme where he demonstrated his'hig sound and virtuosity. Listen to the
original recording for an education in trumpet tone, style and phrasing.

This arrangement captures some of that style with agnore contemporary flair apd harmony. The first statement
of the melody should be played as written then,thetsecond chorus may be*embellished or improvised but
always keep the lyrical style and phrasing in mind.“Fhéstrumpet soloist d0es mot have to play fast, high, or loud
to make this solo come alive; the most important aspectis that it bé“played warmly from the heart and with a
smooth melodic style.

After the fermata in measure 4, 1et the trumpet soloist eStallish the ballad tempo with the pick up notes into
measure 5. The trombone section willwant to spend seme time with measures 11 and 12 to lock in the pyramid
figure. The brass tuttiin meastire 53 should hefStrongabut don’t overpower the melody as played by the saxes.
The rooftop accents (") aredetached but not stdccato, think “daht.” The overall feel is straight eighth notes but
the sixteenth netesat the beginning and at measure 67 played by the saxes can be slightly swung. The repeated
section in measures 67«68 can be extended if desired.

Thegthythm section parts are Writtef™out but more experienced players may embellish as desired. | caution
piano‘and,guitar players to fogus‘on listening to each other to avoid overplaying or what | refer to as comping
clutter. Take'turns or alternate sections to play; always err on the side of playing less rather than more. At this
tempo, it is easy forfthe riythm section to push ahead so caution the players to listen to the time. As with any
ballad, all players,shauld use their internal clock and subdivide the beats mentally into eighth notes to ensure
accurate time.

—YVictor Goines
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