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Thad Jones

When Thad Jones and Mel Lewis formed their jazz orchestra in 1965, no one really
expected it to last. Critics claimed that all the big-name sidemen from that ori-
ginal band would flock back to the security of their studio work rather than fight
the hassles of life in a 1960’ s big band.

Well, more than a decade after its debut at New York’s Village Vanguard, the Thad
Jones-Mel Lewis Jazz Orchestra is riding on the crest of a wave of popularity and
critical acclaim that is virtually unheard of on the big band scene. The names are
still there as sidemen, but what really makes this band rise above all the rest is
Thad’ s charts. His magical writing is a beautiful combination of contemporary jazz
sounds and popular, straightforward styles. A ‘“virtuoso of surprise,” one cannot
anticipate the directions a Thad Jones chart will take. He writes unexpected, in-
teresting counterlines and inventive sounds for each part, with a variety, individ-
uality and excitement reminiscent of Ellington. His shout chorus is a phenomenon
of dissonance, drive and lift which is totally unique in today’s jazz band writing

How does this fit into the educational situation? Some prominent jazz educators
have commented:

Thad’s charts are excellent playing models, thoroughly challenging and
creative. The music is fresh in harmonic structure and presents new
contexts for soloing.

More mature bands are challenged by the technical demands, and are
inspired by the musical direction of Thad’s music.

Younig players turn on to the subtleties, the voicings and the harmonic
movement while listening to the records makes them aware of articula-
tion styles, so important in jazz.

The Thad Jones/Mel Lewis Orchestra presents a unique, fresh approach
to the contemporary professional big band sound.

Thad’ s writing is pure jazz, free from the effects that so often clutter and impede
many jazz arrangements. One of the truly great jazz writers, Thad Jones has achiev-
ed a sound all his own.
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