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About the Music
This piece is simply a bright and happy, straight-ahead swinger. An 8-bar–whole-tone introduction leads 
the way for the main theme. Saxophones voiced in octaves carry the melody for its entire 32 bars, with 
commentary from the brass. Tenor sax 1 and trumpet 2 share the solo spotlight, then a sax soli follows 
into a key change at bar 73.

There is much interplay between saxes and brass during this section, so it is most important that the 
drummer not overprep brass figures. It would be best to simply punch the figures, because overprepping 
will cover up the saxes.

A return to the whole-tone passage leads into another key change and to the final shout chorus. Tempo 
works nicely between Œ = 170–200 — anything over 200 will ruin the feel. Remember, this one swings 
steadily from top to bottom.

The Composer
Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. is currently staff arranger for the U.S. Navy Band in Washington, 
D.C. Rob received his formal training at both the Manhattan School of Music and Mannes College of Music, 
studying classical composition and orchestration with Dr. Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David 
Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny Carisi, Jo Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced 
as a writer and performer in the New York area, and has been active as a jazz studies instructor for the 
International Art of Jazz program and director of the Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook, 
New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, eventually securing the job of 
chief arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1994. Rob writes for a wide variety of ensembles (jazz 
ensemble, wind ensemble, orchestra, choral groups, and chamber groups) and performers (the rock group 
Phish, the swing band Big Time Operator, and The Bluebonnet Brass). An accomplished trumpet and piano 
instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer, performer, and bandleader, releasing recordings of 
arrangements by his own big band.
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