CONDUCTOR FJH JAZZ ENSEMBLE SERIES Grade 3

I
Rob Vuono, Jr.

I'VE GOT THE PEARL
ON A STRING

Instrumentation
Alto Sax 1 Trombone 1
Alto Sax 2 Trombone 2
Tenor Sax 1 Optional Trombone 3
Tenor Sax 2 Optional Bass Trombone
Baritone Sax Guitar
Trumpet 1 Piano
Trumpet 2 Bass
Trumpet 3 Drum Set
Optional Trumpet 4 Conductor’s Full Score

Extra Conductor Score: $5.00
Extra Parts: $2.50
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The Composer

Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. received his formal training at both the Manhattan School
of Music and Mannes College of Music, studying classical composition and orchestration with Dr.
Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny
Carisi, Jo Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced as a writer and performer in the New York area
and was active as a jazz studies instructor for the International Art of Jazz program and director of
the Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook, New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, eventually securing the
job of chief arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1994. Rob has written for a wide variety of
performers and ensembles, including orchestra, jazz ensemble, wind ensemble, choral, and chamber
ensemble. An accomplished trumpet and piano instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer,
performer, and band leader, releasing recordings of arrangements by his own big band.

About the Music

A favorite childhood memory of mine is listening to my mother’s 78-rpm recordings of the great Big
Bands of the 1940s, along with listening to her many stories of actually seeing these great bands live.
One of her favorite bands was the Glenn Miller Orchestra, and one of her favorite recordings was
A String of Pearls.

I've Got the Pearl on a String predominantly features the sax section. Great care must be taken to
obtain a good overall blend and balance, as well as proper phrasing. There is much interplay among
the various sections of the band, so attention to dynamics is of the utmost importance. Drums should
set a nice swing four groove throughout, observing the changes between hi-hat and ride cymbal.
Guitar should comp a la Freddie Green throughout. The piano solos are most important, and should
be brought out and played as written. Comping ideas have been provided in the piano part, along with
chord changes. Be sure to make the most of the 3-bar diminuendo starting at bar 41 and the 2J4 beats
of silence at bar 44; the forte brass entrance on the upbeat of beat 3 in bar 44 will be more effective.
Written out solos and chord changes are provided for the alto sax 1 and trumpet 2 parts.
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Alto Sax 1
Alto Sax 2
Tenor Sax 1
Tenor Sax 2
Baritone Sax
Trumpet 1
Trumpet 2
Trumpet 3
Trumpet 4
(Optional)
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Trombone 3
(Optional)
Bass Trombone
(Optional)
Guitar
Piano

Bass
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Drum Set
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