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About the Music
Mambo Jambo is an original composition written in the Caribbean mambo style. Percussion
parts are marked optional, but you will find its addition useful in enhancing the overall rhythm
feel. Pay special attention to piano; it often moves independently of the ensemble, and must be
played accurately and with conviction. This arrangement is playable with as few as four saxes,
three trumpets, two trombones, and rhythm section (bass, drums, and piano). Extra doubled
parts are provided for flute, French horn, and treble clef baritone.

All players should observe indicated slurs and articulations to ensure an idiomatically correct
interpretation. Be sure all harmonized sax ensemble passages are well supported with plenty 
of air so that equal representation of all chordal elements is achieved. Separate trumpet and
trombone solos are provided at bar 49; either or both can be used, but trumpet should always
play last because it interacts with the sax accompaniment in the 2nd ending at bar 65.

Be sure the musicians don’t overplay the unison passage beginning at bar 67; it should be light
and mobile. An alternate hi-hat part simulating the guiro is indicated in the drum set part if no
percussionist is available. The drum fill provided in bars 89–92 is offered as a reference for less
experienced players; drummers who are comfortable should feel free to improvise their own,
provided it properly sets up the ensemble entrance on beat 4 of bar 92. Wind players should 
be advised to keep their horns in playing position at bar 107 to facilitate the vocalization just
before the final note.

The Composer
Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He received a Bachelor 
of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Florida, where he performed
in bands under Frank Wickes and Gary Langford, and studied privately with Richard W. Bowles
and Edward Troupin. He earned a Master of Music degree in studio writing and production
from the University of Miami, studying with Gary Lindsay, James Progris, Alfred Reed, Ron
Miller, and Whit Sidener. Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a staff arranger for Walt Disney
World Creative Services, providing music for events ranging from street bands to national 
television broadcasts. He has also written for Universal Studios (Florida and California);
Ringling Brothers Circus; high school and college bands throughout the United States; and 
several service bands, including the famed USAF Airmen of Note. Active nationwide as a clinician
and adjudicator, Mr. Sharp’s present focus is on developing material for high school and middle
school concert bands, jazz bands, and small ensembles. He currently lives in the Orlando area,
where he is a composer, arranger, orchestrator, freelance trombonist, and active music educator.
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