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About the Composer

Michele Fernandez is an active guest clinician/conductor, adjudicator, instrumental music composer and performer. Her compositions have been premiered at Midwest, IAJE and Regional Honor/
All-State venues. Most recently she is publishing original works for jazz ensemble through Excelcia, Hal Leonard, JW Pepper, Print Music Source and also serves as a staff composer for the “Jazz
Zone” book/music library series (authored by J. Richard Dunscomb).

Michele frequently serves as a guest clinician/conductor for Regional and All-state groups and honors Jazz/Symphonic groups. She has appeared as a Midwest Clinic lecturer on rehearsal

techniques ('07 & '16), as well as being frequent FMEA Conference lecturer, clinician for Clark College Annual Festival (WA), and holds a yearly clinician/conductor position for FSU summer

camps. Michele is a sponsored Hal Leonard clinician, HAPCO Foundation staff clinician and in the past has also served as guest clinician/conductor/guest lecturer for various universities,

including UNCo, UNT, UM Frost, UF and others. She is also a recent co-founder of “Your Jazz Education Connection” consulting, along with}-"Richard Dunscomb, providing both in-person
and virtual guidance for educators and their students on various topics.

Michele recently retired from full-time teaching after serving Florida’s public education system full-time since 1989, where her Miami Senior High ensembles consistently earned top honors and
gained international acclaim. Her groups have been selected for appearances at the Midwest Clinic (Chicago 93 & ’98), IAJE (Boston '94 & NYC '97), Montreux Jazzakestivial (Switzerland '96), FMEA Conference (Tampa ‘94
&’97) and have been featured in several national publications. Michele has been the subject of a documentary spot on “CBS Sunday Morning”, was featured as the, covetystory in Band Director’s Guide and featured as an
outstanding educator in Downbeat Magazine. In the past, Michele has also taught Exceptional Student Ed, HS English and tutored @hemistry; . She is an activé’oboistand percussionist in the Miami area and spent several years as
a pianist and rhythm section member of a busy local Latin ensemble.

Ardiente

Each of you has a fire within that nothing can extinguish- not even the deepest tragedies that life can sometimes bringyArdiente was written as a¥‘thanksyou” to my colleagues of the Florida Bandmasters Association for all the
clinician and guest conductor offers that poured in and that slowly pulled me back to a better place - when I had sworn off my prior, happy music world after losing my little boy, Sean. At first, | declined, but they kept asking.
My colleagues’ beckoning me back to the dance floor helped me see that, even during the darkest of times, we.can allow ourselve$ to return to the things that (and friends who) once brought exhilaration. We can find a way
to share we have learned to benefit others. The opening Piano melody is the darkest place that all humansiendure at some point, but'as.the med tempo “Son Montuno” (aka Salsa) groove beckons us back to that dance floor,
we reluctantly get up and slowly move towards things that bring joy. The up-tempo takes off as positiye experiences soothe ourwounds, and we so actually begin to embrace and accept the truth that life can indeed be joyous
again. As a matter of fact, it can actually be raucous fun! When the Trumpets restate that openingssadimelody at the end, they do sp with a new soaring spirit over a rhythmic “high” as they remind us all of one very important
thing at the end: Regardless of any tragedy or struggle that stays with us, we can always find a way totturn it into something\positive that heals others as we heal ourselves. Tu espiritu es Ardiente. Never forget that.

Performance™Notes
1. The Piano intro must not embellish. It represents deep grief and should be played “as written”. The demo willitrulyahelp interpretation. The “montuno” patterns after that should be played smoothly and accented, no staccatos anywhere.
2. Staccatos should not “peck” harshly (play lightly). Move all upbeats smogathly forward and in a lightly detached (Staccatos are not written on these notes) because the eighth rests in between set enough space (not too short).
3. Bass must synch with the Bass Drum and move forward on all “+ of 2” upbeats. A few “Beat 1” notes arewritten in to give younger players comforts points; advanced players can keep the “+ of 2” groove throughout. Students
must lay down the foundational “Tumbao” groove and play it tightly with the Cangas “Tumbao” to reallydlock in.
4. The Conga is the other “Tumbao” player and has two key patterns and should view online #fidess,on how the various tones that are indicated on the part (Heel, Toe w/ flat fingers, Slap, Open, Palm) are executed. They should
be practiced slowly until felt as second-nature (will not take long).
5. Drums must adhere to the two main 2-bar grooves as written: “Cascara” and “Campanéo’, and should follow the suggestions in the score as to where on the instrument and when, to play each. The default “Songo” groove is
not a proper substitute for the authentic grooves, but it can be reserved for elevatedisections'like solo escalations.
6. Rhythm must never overpower the winds. Percussion should perform tutti fills and werk those as a section. These are called “cierres” or closures (to phrases). Several rhythm sectionals (with a metronome set to an amplifier)
will really help this piece lock in together quickly.
7. Claves are not needed (Guitar is comping the 2/3 “Son” clave, not the similar “Rumba” clave). If Claves are added, avoid overusing. A good place to use them is the A sections, (w/ Cowbell or Shaker at B sections), and
beginnings of solos (switch at escalation.)
8. If there is a 3rd or 4th percussionist they should play theftraditional “Martillo” pattern on Bongos. If extra Timbales are used (not needed as Drum set covers the patterns): Timbale plays RH Céscara (shell) and Campaneo (bell)
while drums can play RH 1/4 notes on Cowbell or bell of theffide tofavoid clashing.

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found @ You
a Z Z O and used by going to excelciamusic.com Jube

PRACTICE TRACKS and searching for the title of this piece. michele-fernandez.com michelefernandez excelciamusicpublishing
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Commissioned by the Florida Bandmasters Association for the 2023 Florida All-State HS Jazz Ensemble, Rob Parton, Director
Dedicated to my friends and peers of FBA, who so lovingly support colleagues through life's adversities and triumphs
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