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About the Composer

Kris Berg is an international best-selling composer and arranger. He has written charts for Kurt Elling, Sean Jones, Veronica Swift, Delfeayo Marsalis,
Wayne Bergeron and Chris Vadala, for honors bands in Texas, Oklahoma, Arizona, South Carolina, Maine, Maryland and Missouri, and for
professional, college and public school bands around the globe.

A recipient of 8 Global Music Awards, Mr. Berg has released two highly acclaimed CD’s (MAMA Records) as leader of the Metroplexity Big
Band. “Time Management” and “This Time/Last Year” feature his unique writing and arranging. “Perspectives”, his new CD, is due out in 2021.
He has appeared or recorded with the likes of Wayne Bergeron, Phil Woods, Kurt Elling, Randy Brecker, PeteriErskine, Delfeayo Marsalis, and
Bob Mintzer and has directed All-State Jazz Bands in Nebraska, Montana, Oklahoma, Maine, South GarelihasArkansas, South Dakota, Nevada,
Kentucky, Ohio, Arizona, Texas and Wyoming.

Kris is currently the Jazz Program Director for the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra program and ‘MdsiciDirector at Willow Bend Church in Plano,
Texas. He taught college for almost 30 years and is the founder of the awatd-winning Jazz Program atCollin College including the Collin Jazz Fest
and the Texas All-Star Jazz Camp.

Ram-Funk-tietis

Ram-Funk-tious is an epic funk chart commissioned by the powerhouse jazz program at Waltrip High School intouston, Texas and their amazing director, Jesse Espinosa. It's
an immersive excursion into all that is funky and a great chart for festivals and concertsy Solo space is ip€luded forTenor Sax, Trumpet, Bass, and Drums. Conquer this beast and
you will reign!

A most important tip for this chart is to SUB-DIVIDE. It is important that everyofie feels'the beat, but also the sixteenth note subdivision of that beat. There are many rhythms
based on the sixteenth note that make up the groove of this chart. These rhythms are repeated often, s@ once these rhythms are mastered the chart should quickly fall together.

Ram-Funk-tious starts right off with a bang! The big hits will get everyorie’s attention! When'the,groove starts in measure 6, the rhythm section should be ON it! Bass is slap
here. Really concentrate on keeping the groove. Sax melody has mafy staccato markings, but these should not be too short. (Separated for sure.) When dynamics are presented,
be sure to exaggerate. The groove changes at the bridge, measure”25fwhere it smgoths, outia little. Trombones should be tight and in tune and Trumpets should match four bars
later. Measure 32 is unison...everyone can play lighter heref"omit will sound heavyiReally#faccent the triplet figures in 34. | would like to encourage the Bassist to work out the
written slap line at 45. It really lays well. Save somethingfancy for measure 48, but always be in time! The Tenor solo at 54 does not come down in intensity. The rhythm section
should keep the groove moving forward. Backgrounds cometin and don't build. Be strre not to get too loud. Save your crescendo for measure 84.

The Trumpet solo at 87 should have the bottom drop out. This is the big breather in the chart. The Trumpet with harmon mute is very reminiscent of Miles Davis in the 80’s.
Keep the backgrounds down until 111, then start slowly building to_120,where the Drums trade with the band. Play the figures here clean and tight. The Drummer solos but
needs to be sure to reinforce the ensemble’s figures. The cascade at 128ystarts with the trumpets and works its way down through the band. Players should bring out their
moving notes and then back off the notes that sustain. The goal isithatsit sounds like one long line without hearing new entrances. Measure 130 is a big wall of sound -- no
shaping needed! After the open Drum solo the band sneaks jin and then grooves out until the end.

The last 2 measures should be lighter for everyone. Unison will provide enough volume and we don’t want it to get heavy. Last beat is PUNCH-ED!! Ram-Funk-tious is an epic
chart, and your band will sound amazing when playing itslshope you enjoy playing it as much as | enjoyed writing it.

My thanks to the Waltrip HS Jazz Band for the cammijssion.

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found @ You
aZZ O and used by going to excelciamusic.com

PRACTICE TRACKS and searching for the title of this piece. krisbergjazz.com krisbergjazz excelciamusicpublishing



Commissioned by the Waltrip High School Ram Band, Jesse Espinosa, Director

KRIS BERG
(ASCAP)
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