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About the Composer

Carl Strommen resides with his family on Long Island New York. He attended and graduated from Long Island University (B.A.
English Literature) and The City College of New York (M.A, Music) and studied orchestration with Manny Albam and Rayburn
Wright and composition with Stefan Wolpe. He is an Adjunct Professor of orchestration/arranging and composition in the
Graduate School at LIU Post. His compositions and arrangements are performed worldwide.

Southern Express

Whenever possible, | love to travel by train. Southern Express is meant to depict the scenery as it flashes by outside the train window. Whether it is a city scene
or rolling hills, there is no better way to see the landscape than while slicing through the air on a smooth set of rails.

Performance Notes

This chart is a hard-driving, up-tempo swing composition that would make an excellent opener or closer to a concert. The focus is on the ensemble, but there

are solos written for Piano and Tenor Saxophone that may be played “as is,” or ad-/ib. The Trombone section kicks off the chart, which leads into a Saxophone

soli, followed by a chorus of the full ensemble. The passage at measure 63 introduces some new material that serves as an effective bridge as well as being the
launching pad for the Tenor Saxophone solo.
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