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About the Composer

Carl Strommen resides with his family on Long Island New York. He attended and graduated from Long Island University (B.A.
English Literature) and The City College of New York (M.A, Music) and studied orchestration with Manny Albam and Rayburn
Wright and composition with Stefan Wolpe. He is an Adjunct Professor of orchestration/arranging and composition in the
Graduate School at LIU Post. His compositions and arrangements are performed worldwide.

Taking Flight

I have taken countless airplane flights, and after a while, they become routine. There is the relative calm of waiting to board which is followed by the hustle of
the actual boarding process. Then another period of calm while the plane waits at the gate. But no matter how many times | fly, it is still a thrill to actually take
off. Taking Flight follows that same pattern of calm and activity as it unfolds.

Performance Notes

This composition is an ideal piece to use as a contrast to a straight-ahead swing chart. The relaxed Latin rock groove and flowing melody of the opening section
lead to the hook of the piece and the heart of the composition at measure 25 where the Trumpets have a catchy chromatic line over pulsating rhythmic figures.
The Saxophones then roll with it into a well-voiced soli at measure 43. After a restatement of the main theme, the chart settles down a bit for a short Trumpet
solo followed by a Tenor Saxophone solo. Everyone has changes included in the section from measures 85 — 95, so this may be opened up for improvised solos
with the background figures cued in and out.
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Taking Flight - Full Score
Repeat as desired - open for solos. Cue “Last Time" (2nd ending). Cue background figures in and out.
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Taking Flight - Full Score
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