Jazz Voyage Series Grade 3

Fascinating Rhythm
GEORGE GERSHWIN ’Qg

Arranged by PETER BLAIR

Instrumentatio 3 \Q
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About the Arranger

Blair Bielawski (Peter Blair) has an extensive and varied background in music education, composition, and performance. He holds a BA
from Carroll University (Waukesha, WI) and an MA from the University of Wisconsin.

Currently, Blair is the Jazz Editor at Excelcia Music Publishing, Wingert-Jones Publications & RBCgPublications. An accomplished
composer and arranger, he has over 70 compositions and arrangements in print, as well as many commissions for college, high
school, and middle school groups throughout the United States. His music for jazz ensemhle has Been published by Hal Leonard,
Lorenz/Heritage JazzWorks, Alfred and Kendor.

Blair has been recognized by ASCAP for his compositions for jazzefhsemble and vocalrjazz choir. His music has appeared in many

network and cable TV shows including Blind Spot, CSl, Agents of SEIELD and Las,Vegas” His movie credits include “The Imitation
Game” and “The Box”.

As a performer, Blair has worked with artists including Natalie Cole Tony Bennett, Aretha Franklin, thé{Jemptations and the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra.
He has worked with the Broadway touring companies of 42nd Street, Thoroughly Modern MillieyAnnije, Chicago, A Chorus Line, and Guys and Dolls. As a
clinician, he has presented workshops for Ohio, Colorado, Minnesota, Illinois,*€alifornia, Pehnsylvania, New Jersey, and Florida Music Educator Conferences
as well as being the featured speaker for sessions in London, Toronto, and¥/ancouver.

Fascinating Rhythm

This George Gershwin classic has long been a favorite ofymine, so it was ayeal treat to be able to do this arrangement. The melody of this tune is so cool — both
the choice of notes and the rhythmic treatment are just perfect. As@ndarranger, | often take some liberties with an existing tune, but this one is just straight ahead.

Rehearsal Suggestions

The opening should be punchy and filled with energy. Maketsure the lines between the Alto Saxes and Trumpets work smoothly in measures 8 — 12. Tenor and
Baritone Sax get the head in unison with two Trombones” Measure 47 is the first real departure from the original melody...this is a Sax soli with some brass
punctuations. After a brief restatement of part of the main tune at 55, the Saxes continue for eight more bars. Personally, my favorite two sections of the chart
are 71 - 83 and 107 to the end. It is a clichg, but'l truly hope you and your band enjoy this chart as much as | enjoyed working on it.

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found %’ You
aZ Z O and used by going to excelciamusic.com
PRACTICE TRACKS and searching for the title of this piece. excelciamusic.com/blair-bielawski bbielawski excelciamusicpublishing
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