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PRACTICE TRACKS

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found 
and used by going to excelciamusic.com 
and searching for the title of this piece.

Peter Sciaino (b.1975) is a passionate music educator and composer of spirited band and orchestra music for all levels. He is currently 
published with C. Alan Publications, C.L. Barnhouse Company, Carl Fischer Music, Excelcia Music Publishing, and Wingert-Jones 

Publications and will be published with Alfred Music in 2021. Additionally, Peter has had music selected to Bandworld Magazine’s 
Top 100, J.W. Pepper’s Editors’ Choice and various state assessment lists.

Peter holds a BM from Syracuse University in Music Education and an MA from New York University in Music Composition. 
An instrumental music teacher at Whippany Park High School (NJ) for over 20 years, he directs both the concert band and jazz 

ensemble while co-directing the marching band and teaching AP Music Theory.

Peter writes and arranges music for marching bands, jazz ensembles, and chamber ensembles in addition to his work with symphonic 
groups. He also serves as a clinician and guest conductor and accepts commissions for original work.

His professional affiliations include ASCAP, NAfME, and NJMEA. Peter resides in New Jersey with his wife, Beth, and two children, Phoebe and David.

Inspired by big band music of the swing era, this chart is a tribute to Glenn Miller, Chick Webb, Fletcher Henderson, Benny Goodman, Duke Ellington and 
numerous jazz legends who artistically and elegantly wove jazz textures from New Orleans into high society dance clubs and ballrooms in cities around the 
United States in the early quarter of the 20th century. As the bands grew in size to fill the demand for larger dance halls and clubs, more formal and polished 
arrangements were created. The form, harmony and timbres that evolved in these ensembles left a lasting mark on generations of large ensemble music. This 
chart incorporates some of the more popular harmonic and melodic concepts of the era and offers musicians an opportunity to learn more about the roots of 
today’s large form jazz ensembles.
 

Performance Notes

Listening to original recordings of bands from the era can be a key component in successfully interpreting the big band style. From large ideas (such as 
articulation, balance and style) to more subtle concepts (such as cymbal choice or bass tone) many of the “answers” can be found in a guided listening session. 
The drummer will play a major role in how successful the winds are in conveying attack. Many brass figures are cued in the Drum Set part but some are 
purposely left to “be heard.” Challenge the rhythm section to “conduct” the band by setting up sweeping dynamic changes and rhythmic punches to which the 
wind players react, generating excitement! 

About the Composer

petersciaino.com sciainomusic petersciaino excelciamusicpublishing
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