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CATHEDRAL PSALMS
b
T homag Knox

Cathedral Psalms was written for ceremonies honoring the birthday of the United
States Marine Corps and was premiered at the Washington National Cathedral, Washington, DC.
Originally the work was scored for small brass ensemble. Later the material was revised and
expanded for full band and titled MUSIC FOR A CATHEDRAL. This final version, | felt, should
return to its origins but with the added experience of its cousin, MUSIEFQR A CATHEDRAL, and
having the materials adapted and-where necessary- changed s0 as teyuse the special requirements
and sonorities of a full special choir.

The three movements may be used separately or as a whole. Materials introduced in the first
movement are developed in the third but all three movemént$,can stand on their own.

PERFORMANCE NOTES:
1st Movement

The horn line beginning at bar 5 shguld'be’played sojas not the feel "hurried"; the line
should breathe. That line, always in the hgrisyfrom bars 5-42pWith pauses between bars 17-
20, should be considered as one gontinuous’line and phrased as such. The accelerando between bars
53-56 should not be too suddest or franti€. Two observations concernng the chorale: bars 57-80
should not sound ponderous; that¥is, they should gmgyvesrom one chord to the next and the dynamics
of ffshould be kept in prospective IR that théy, shetild not be "overblown". Bars 84 to the end are
an abbreviated version of(the béginning. :

2nd Movemeént
, This m@vement should bé played as quietly as possible. No dynamic louder than mfis
really appropriate, The chang&atbar 43 from 4/ 4 to 3/2 should be such that the quarter note

value remains the'same.

3rd Movement

Note that this entire movement is based on the conducting pattern of one to a bar so that the

duple and triple rhythms are a division of the basic beat. Up to bar'55 can be considered an
introduction with the anticipation of the theme at bar 109. Note that there is no tempo change at
bars 60-65; dotted half remains the same value. The tempo at bar 66 is the minimum speed. Let .
the snare drum go at bar 67 but he always be exact with the dynamics. The trombone chorale
starting at bar 187 should start softly and always be sustained. Note that the climax of the chorale
is at bar 240, not bar 232. At bar 281 and following, the sustaining horn parts are always soft
while the chords are sfz. Note also the dynamics in the percussion. .
Thomas Knox (1995)
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