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IMPORTANT
THIS SHEET SHOULD BE READ BY THE CONDUCTOR AND PERCUSSION SECTION LEADER.

THE DRUMS OF AFRICA

SPECIAL PERCUSSION NOTES
This work is designed much like a CONCERTO, featuring African percussion instruments.
Ideally, authentic instruments should be used, but the substitute instruments listed below will

provide a similar sound.

In selecting instruments, be sure that drums produce the following choir of relative pitches:

LEAD DRUM (highest, most penetrating)
TWO-HEAD DRUM (strong projection)

ALTERNATE MASTER DRUM (actually two
drums, the upper being used later
in the piece)

MASTER DRUM (big, deep sound)

The percu.ssion is divided into three groups, sgquirifig at least sgver{s6loists” (on African
parts) and three to five performers covering the Band, parts. Th€ pagtshand instruments are as
follows:

BAND PERCUSSION —

1.  Timpani (2), opt. doulde susp. c¥mb.
2. Snare drum, opt. doubledtambourine
3. Bass Drum, opt. double cymbals

4,  Sandpaper Blocks

AFRICAN PERCUSSION"), —

1. Two-b€ad Drumf(substituteBonges or Timbales)

2. Rattle (stibstitute single largeNMaracas, or home-made Rattle)

3. Bell, Two-pitched (substitute large and small Cowbells)

4. Lead Drum (substitute Righ Bongo or high Timbale, possibly small Snare Drum
with snares off)

AFRICAN PERCUSSION IT —

5.  Wood Drum (substitute Wood Block or Temple Block) (doubles:)

6. Gourde (substitute “Guiro” or any scraped sounder)

7. Alternate Master Drum, Two — (substitute two different Tom-Toms)
8.  Master Drum (substitute single large Tom-Tom, Conga Drum)

For performance, African Percussion should be set in front of band, facing the conductor,
center. Here are two suggestions:

BAN D BAND

o T B 4TIy
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