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The Widow’s Party by Percy Aldridge Grainger

‘The Widow’s Party’ is a poem from Rudyard Kipling’s series titled Barrack-Room Ballads and is
Grainger's Kipling Setting Nr. 7. Grainger set this poem twice [the first setting was in 1901 and, as
noted by Grainger scholar Barry Peter Ould, remains unperformed]. The second setting was
originally conceived for men’s chorus accompanied by piano duet, orchestra or military band, and
Grainger's manuscript puts the date of composition as June 3 - July 2, 1906. This work, like many
of Grainger’s, was presented to his mother on July 3, 1906 as a Birthday gift. Grainger re-scored
the work between December 9 — 17, 1924 and presented it as a Yule gift to the memory of his
mother. As with many Grainger works he re-scored it again between August 11 — 13, 1926 and
again presented it as a Yule gift to the memory of his mother, Rose. In the 1926 setting Grainger
list “3 choices of instrumental accompaniment, as follows”

Full orchestra
Small (room music) orchestra (17 to 20 players)
Piano 2-some (4 hands, at 1 piano)

All settings have a heading at the top of the score that read, lbovingly dedicated to my mother’. In
the 1924 setting that Grainger did for military band he chang@d the key from the original up one-
half step to A flat. In doing this transcription | used thefariginal setting.aswell as the instrumental
settings and reintroduced percussion and piano that"Grainger removed from the wind and male
chorus setting. Although the piano part is totally @ptiopal it will add a\greater feeling of ‘Grainger
the concert pianist’ to the performance.

It is important to note that the ‘Widow’ in the titlé refers to Qu&en Victoria (The Widow of Windsor)
and the ‘Party’ is one of the many fpoftienwars in India.

In the event that a conductor wisheste perform “The’Widow’s Party’ with male chorus and the
original military band settingfof 1924 it is availabie¥rem Bardic Editions of London. This
transcription for the standardVAmerican wind,band*was made possible by kind permission of
Stewart Manville (Whitg Plains, New York)yand Barry Peter Ould (London, England).

This setting; scored fromwJune 3 16 July', 2009 dates exactly 103 years from Grainger’s original,
was commissioned by, the Clear Bake High School Band (Joe Munoz, conductor) for performance
at the December 2009 Midwest Intetmational Band and Orchestra Clinic (Chicago, ).

For more information on the life and music of PerCy Grainger contact:

The International Percy Grainger Society
7 Cromwell Place

White Plains, New York
hitp://www.percygrainger.ora/

For more information on composer Leroy Osmon contact RBC Music or contact the composer
directly at: ‘

leroy.osmon@gmail.com



THE WIDOW'’S PARTY

INSTRUMENTATION
Full Score
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Percy Aldridge Grainger

Transcribed by Leroy Osmon
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Clarinet in B 3

Contra Alto Clarinet
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Alto Sax.
Euphonium
Trombone 1

Timpani
Percussion 1 %
Percussion 2 (|H

Piano

Baritone Sax. % 5

HominF3-4 %

Trumpet in Bb 1
Trumpet in Bb 2
Trumpet in Bb 3

HominF1-2
Trombone 2 - 3
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