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PROGRAM NOTES

The "Navy Hymn" is Eternal Father, Strong to Save. The original words were written as a
poem in 1860 by William Whiting of Winchester, England, for a student who was about
to sail for the United States. The melody, published in 1861, was composed by fellow
Englishman, Rev. John Bacchus Dykes, an Episcopalian clergyman.

The hymn, found in most hymnals, is known as the "Navy Hymn" because it is sung at
the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. It is also sung on ships of the Royal
Navy (U.K.) and has been translated into French.

The first setting by Coachman was done in honor of those who perished serving on the
USS Cole and was performed by a TMEA Region Band. This newesetting which can be
used for concert band alone, concert band with chorus, full es€héstra alone, or full
orchestra and chorus was set for the TMEA All-State Band,OrchéStra and Mixed Choir
for a performance during the 2003 Convention First GenerahSession in honor of the
STS-107 Columbia Space Shuttle Crew. In creatifg, the second setting, Coachman
augmented the ending to include seven bell chimes and"a motif from Taps.

FRANK,COACHMAN

Frank Coachman is a graduate of McMurry dJniveérsity in Abilene, Texas where he
studied composition with theStenowned thg®fy and composition teacher, Dr. Macon
Sumerlin. Coachmangfis” currently serving ‘@ Deputy Director for the Texas Music
Educators Association, a position he filled\in%4,999.

In his 27 years agfa music educator Goachman directed bands at the junior high and
high schoolflevels.Wylost recently, hess€rved as Director of Bands for C.E. Ellison High
School in Killeen,"Texas dfrom’ 1981 to 1999. He is an active clinician/conductor for
District and Region organizations and serves as an adjudicator for many festival and UIL
events.

Coachman is a TMEA Past President and also served the organization as Band Division
Vice-President, Region Band Chair, Region Jazz Chair, and All-State Auditions Chair.
He has been honored for his work in music education with the UIL Denius Award, a
Rotary International Teacher of the Year Award, and a Texas Senate Proclamation of
High Regard. Frank Coachman is a member of Phi Beta Mu, Texas Bandmasters
Association, Texas Music Adjudicators Association, and the National Bandmasters
Association,
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Eternal Father Strong To Save
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Eternal Father Strong To Save
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Eternal Father Strong To Save
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