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A samba is a great change of pace style that easily fits into any program. This chart provides young musicians with an excellent opportunity to learn about this exciting style 
of music. 

The foundation to a successful performance of “Valencia” lies in the groove created by the rhythm section. The even eighth note samba groove should have a strong drive 
to it throughout the chart.

All players should closely observe all articulation markings. Singing the ensemble parts is a great way to help students gain a grasp of the articulations. Since the groove in 
the rhythm section is such an essential element of the chart, the horn players should all pay close attention to the groove and the time. 

The solo section at bar 65 may be opened up. Improvisation should be encouraged, but written solos are provided. Backgrounds may be played as desired and should be 
cued. Following the solo section, the Drums should play around the rhythmic figure that begins at bar 97. 

The eight-measure Drum solo at measure 130 may be opened up if desired. Just cue the D.S. to bar 25 to take the chart out to the fine.

Valencia

George is widely regarded as one of the leading composers of jazz ensemble music for younger players. While he has written many challenging works as well, he is best 
known for his charts at the grade 2-4 levels.
 
A keyboard player living in the Chicago area, George has been writing for Doug Beach Music since 1978. In addition to being one of the core staff writers, he is also 
responsible for many of the decisions regarding the company’s musical direction. With over 125 compositions to his credit, George is one of the most active writers in jazz 
education today.
 
While in college at the University of Illinois Chicago Campus, George studied orchestration. During this period, George began writing longer festival pieces and commissions 
for the Decatur MacArthur Jazz Ensemble in Decatur Illinois.

George Shutack
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