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Horn in F (optional)    1
Tuba (optional)    1
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Take a Hike
Take A Hike is a fun, moderate tempo swing chart based on the chord changes to On The Trail by Ferde Grofé. On The Trail is part of the 
Grand Canyon Suite composed between 1929-1931. As an adapted jazz piece it’s been recorded by Jimmy Heath, Clark Terry, Terell 
Stafford and countless others. As a chart for improv, On The Trail is a great place to start, featuring just two key centers a half step apart.

The chart starts out big as the band trades rhythms with your Drummer. Stay crisp and be sure the Drummer is reinforcing the band’s 
rhythms between solo fills. At 10 the Saxes have the melody. They should listen to the lead Alto and work at sounding like one in style, 
articulations, and dynamic shaping. Brass join in the second time, but the melody should always rule. Measure 26 is a short shout style send 
off leading into our first solo, Alto Sax 1. A written solo is provided, of course, improvisation here is highly encouraged.

Measure 42 is a unison band soli. Play as softly as possible to contrast with stronger dynamics later in the chart. The shout chorus starts at 
measure 80. The band should play out, but not get heavy. It starts with the same music that we had at 26 but builds into more shout chorus 
and then the ending. Drums at 87 should bring out the Crash Cymbal back beats. The last note can have a fp crescendo if you like, but 
I prefer a “wall of sound” here.

Take a Hike is a wonderful chart to teach swing rhythms and concepts and is also perfect for concerts and festivals. Thank you for playing 
my music! If you have ANY questions, please feel free to contact me at krisbergjazz.com.

Kris Berg
Kris Berg is an international best-selling composer and arranger. He has written charts for Kurt Elling, Sean 
Jones, Veronica Swift, Delfeayo Marsalis, Wayne Bergeron and Chris Vadala, for honors bands in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arizona, South Carolina, Maine, Maryland and Missouri, and for professional, college and public 
school bands around the globe.

A recipient of 8 Global Music Awards, Mr. Berg has released two highly acclaimed CD’s (MAMA Records) 
as leader of the Metroplexity Big Band. “Time Management” and “This Time/Last Year” feature his unique 
writing and arranging. “Perspectives”, his new CD, is due out in 2021. He has appeared or recorded with 
the likes of Wayne Bergeron, Phil Woods, Kurt Elling, Randy Brecker, Peter Erskine, Delfeayo Marsalis, and Bob 
Mintzer and has directed All-State Jazz Bands in Nebraska, Montana, Oklahoma, Maine, South Carolina, 

Arkansas, South Dakota, Nevada, Kentucky, Ohio, Arizona, Texas and Wyoming.

Kris is currently the Jazz Program Director for the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra program and Music Director at Willow Bend Church in 
Plano, Texas. He taught college for almost 30 years and is the founder of the award-winning Jazz Program at Collin College including the 
Collin Jazz Fest and the Texas All-Star Jazz Camp.
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