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Kris Berg

Kris Berg is an international best-selling composer and arranger. He has written charts er Kuit Elling, Sean Jones, Veronica Swift, Delfeayo Marsalis, Wayne Bergeron and
Chris Vadala, for honors bands in Texas, Oklahoma, Arizona, South Carolina, Maing, Maryland and Missouri, and for professional, college and public school bands around
the globe.

A recipient of 8 Global Music Awards, Mr. Berg has released two highly acclaimed/CD’s (MAMA Records) as leader of the Metroplexity Big Band. “Time Management”
and “This Time/Last Year” feature his unique writing and arranging. “Perspectives”, his newiCD, is due out in 2021. He has appeared or recorded with the likes of
Wayne Bergeron, Phil Woods, Kurt Elling, Randy Brecker, Peter ErskingsDelfeayo Marsalis, and Bob Mintzer and has directed All-State Jazz Bands in Nebraska, Montana,
Oklahoma, Maine, South Carolina, Arkansas, South Dakota, Nevada, Kentucky, Ohioy/Arizena, Texas and Wyoming.

Kris is currently the Jazz Program Director for the Greater fallassYouth Orchestrajprogram and Music Director at Willow Bend Church in Plano, Texas. He taught college for
almost 30 years and is the founder of the award-winningwJazz Program at ‘Collin College including the Collin Jazz Fest and the Texas All-Star Jazz'‘€amp.

Distant Ridges

Distant Ridges is a cool, dark, mysterious piece dnd a great “out of the norm” ballad for your Alto Sax player. Written for the Mountain Ridge Jazz Orchestra, Distant Ridges
employs many textures and colors to create a vibethat is sure to engage your listeners.

Take your time with the rubato’intro phrases, especially the last low notes in measures 2 and 4. Be sure Saxes hold back with asseft tene; so the colors of the muted brass
really come through. Also be sure that all the moving notes are heard. The Rhumba feel will sound best,if niallets are used™withthe Drums. Lead Alto can personalize the
melody but be sure to keep the mysterious concept alive. Natural dynamics in the melody will really help,

At 26 the band takes over, but save a little volume for the return of this section at measure 59The intersecting lineShéetween saxes and brass should be clearly heard and
play off each other.

To really capture what | was going for in the solo section, the Guitar and the Bass should play exactly “as.s™and work on being together and relaxed. Piano can take some
liberties with the comping rhythms or play what is in the chart. Every 4 bars the sole"sheuld build until'itleads into the loud repeat of the B section.

| like musical drama, so | would hold measure 67, then have a big pause befergthe’Alto comigs pack'in. The last note could get a bit of a “sting” and then drop back. Be
sure the muted brass and trill are heard.

If you have ANY questions, please feel free to contact me at wwwwekrisbergjazz.com.



d by the Mountain Ridge Jazz Orchestra, David Kauffman, Director
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Solo - lyrical and sad
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