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Bret Zvacek
Bret Zvacek is a multi-faceted musician involved in performing, composing, arranging, and teaching. Bret has performed with Kenny 
Wheeler, Dave Holland, The Woody Herman Orchestra, and numerous other jazz artists. He has written big band music for Dave 
Liebman, the UMO Jazz Orchestra (Helsinki), jazz ensembles of the Army and Air Force, and numerous college and university jazz 
bands. Bret honed his performing and arranging skills in the world-renowned jazz program at the University of North Texas, where he 
was a soloist and composer/arranger for the One O’clock Lab Band. he has held teaching positions at the University of North Texas, 
McGill University, and The Crane School of Music in Potsdam NY, where he currently is Professor of Music and Director of Jazz Studies.

Intro to Art
Intro To Art is a tribute to the legendary hard-bop drummer Art Blakey who led one of the most important groups in jazz history Art Blakey and the Jazz Messengers from 
1955-1990. Wayne Shorter’s composition The Witch Hunt (from the 1961 Jazz Messengers album of the same name) serves as the model for Intro To Art, in terms of 
tempo, style and mood.

Following the introduction (which returns several times in the chart), the classic Blakey “front line” of Trumpet, Tenor and Trombone are featured on the melody. Be sure to 
observe the written articulations and accents, as they are important to the overall style.

The Drum solo at bar 64 needs to build to set up the shout chorus at bar 68. Written solos are provided at bar 47, although soloists are encouraged to improvise. The chord 
changes for the solo section may appear numerous, but there is always a strong pull to the tonic key (concert D minor).
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