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The foundation to a successful performance of “Close Quarters”” lies in the groove created by the rhythm section. The jazz shuffle groove should have a strong drive to it 
throughout the chart. The rhythm section should seek out strong examples of this style and work to copy the intensity that a shuffle can create.

All players should closely observe all articulation markings. Singing the melody is a great way to help students gain a grasp of the articulations. While playing their parts, 
the horn players should all pay close attention to the groove and the time. 
Trombones and Tenor Saxes should work for a good blend on the melody at bar 9. 

The solo section at bar 61 may be opened up. Improvisation should be encouraged, but written solos are provided. Following the solos, pay close attention to articulations 
and dynamics at bar 73.

The full ensemble takes over to play the chart out. Again, articulations are a key element to a successful performance.

Close Quarters

Bret Zvacek is a multi-faceted musician involved in performing, composing, arranging, and teaching. Bret has performed with Kenny Wheeler, Dave Holland, The Woody 
Herman Orchestra, and numerous other jazz artists. He has written big band music for Dave Liebman, the UMO Jazz Orchestra (Helsinki), jazz ensembles of the Army and 
Air Force, and numerous college and university jazz bands. Bret honed his performing and arranging skills in the world-renowned jazz program at the University of North 
Texas, where he was a soloist and composer/arranger for the One O’clock Lab Band. he has held teaching positions at the University of North Texas, McGill University, and 
The Crane School of Music in Potsdam NY, where he currently is Professor of Music and Director of Jazz Studies.
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