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by Doug Beach

Doug Beach has built a career that includes performing (frumpet), feaching, adju-
dicating, publishing and composing. Inspired by his interest in playing, writing and
teaching, in 1975 he established the publishing company which bears his name.
Three years later, Doug joined the faculty of ElImhurst College in lllinois as director
of jazz studies; in the years since, his band has toured Europe often and has
appeared with jazz greats Gary Smulyan, Dennis Mackrel, Nicholas Payton, Dee
Dee Bridgewater, Patti Austin, Lee Konitz, Jeff Hamilton, Boblby Shew and others. In
1996, the Count Basie Orchesira and New York Voices recorded his arrangement
of “Cottontail” on a CD that went on to win the Grammy Award for best large jazz
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Infroduction

The six compositions that make up this publico-
tfion were conceived as a tool to help the jazz
frumpet section refine their skills as a unit of the
contemporary jazz ensemble. The frumpet sec-
fion must be adept at performing various styles
of music that each present their own chal-
lenges.

Balance, blend, proper articulations and phras-
ing are all essential components of a great
performance. These compositions will provide
the trumpet section with the opportunity to
refine their skills in these areas, resulting in a more
effective performance when performing as part
of the contemporary jozz ensemble.

Always pay aftention to the form of piece you
are learning. Some are blues, some are AABA,
others are a 16-bar form. Knowing the form will
help you better understand the musical phrases.
In ajazz ensemble setting, or when playing these
pieces with a rhythm section, it will allow you to
open up the chart for more solos.

The rhythm section parts are optional, however
they will greatly enhance the performance.
Rhythm section only mp3s are available for
download on the Kendor welbsite, and can be
used for rehearsals or performance. Full perform-
ance MP3s are also available for download at
www.kendormusic.com.

The role of the trumpet
section in a jazz
ensemble

The jazz ensemble trumpet section functions in a
variety of ways. They can present the melody in
unison or harmonized as a soli. They maybe be
used as part of the background to a soloist. The
section may also be broken up and voiced
across the band with some members playing
another part of the band and others carrying
the melody.
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In full ensemble passages, such as a shout

chorus, the section is usually voiced on top of the
ensemble and thus is “leading” the band. In these
instances, the frumpet section’s role is critical in that
all phrasing, articulation and dynamic issues are
defined by their approach. Here, the unified
approach of the section is paramount, as the last
thing that needs to come out of the sectionis a
“mixed signal” performance.

The roles of the individual
players in the tfrumpet
seciion

While the trumpet section serves as a unified effort
in a jazz ensemble, each player also has their roles
to fulfill. Each part is essential, and each player
needs to understand their role.

The Lead Trumpet player plays the lead lines and as
such is responsible dictating such elements as artic-
ulation, releases and general phrasing. While the
lead player will also take direction on these issues
from the conductor, a competent lead player will
let their section know where breaths might be
taken, which notes are short, etc. The frombones
and saxophones will also be taking their cues from
the Lead Trumpet player in full ensemble passages,
SO the consistency of the lead player is essential.
Lastly, a comment on the use of vibrato. Vibrato
can be one of the most effective tools when play-
ing lead in full ensemble passages. It can put a
shimmer on top of the ensemble. Do not, however,
use it in unison passages, as it causes a pitch issue in
those instances.

The 2nd Trumpet player is the lead player’s right-
hand person. Listening to the lead player’s phrasing
is critfical and matching that phrasing is imperative.
There are times when the lead player will need to
rest for a few measures in unison passages and the
rest of the section must carry the melody as if no
one stopped playing. The 2nd Trumpet part can be
a challenging one at fimes as that part is many
tfimes written close to the lead part and the notes
can be difficult to "hear” in full ensemble writing.



The 3rd Trumpet player is likely to play other musical
roles besides just the trumpet section. Besides being
written into section passages, the third player may
be scored with the saxes or the bones, so being
conscious of the arranging techniques becomes
important to the third player as well. Lastly, as the
third players notes will be lower than the lead part,
playing up to the lead player is essential to the
balance.

The 4th Trumpet player plays many vitally
important roles. Voiced on the bottom of the
section, these notes will need to be projected in full
ensemble passages. As the Lead Trumpet part rises
in ferms of range, the fourth part may very well be
written an octave below the lead part. Good pitch
is essential in those instances as it provides the lead
player with something to “lean” on as they work
hard to perform in the upper register. The fourth
player may also be called upon to improvise more
frequently as well.

Rehearsal Suggestions
A Darker Shade Of Blue

The feel is straight ahead swing, so it is important to
strive for the triplet sub-division when playing eighth
note lines. The form here is a minor blues. The first
cycle of that form begins at measure 5. The rhythm
section has breaks in measures 17-20. Everyone
should always work to keep a strong sense of time,
but it is crucial during these breaks. The solo section
at measure 29 may be opened up for as many solos
as desired if using a live rhythm section. Back-
grounds may be used on cue. The ensemble at
measure 43 should be soft, but it is important to
retain the intensity of the music. The full ensemble
at measure 55 should again be strong.

Li’l Liza Jane

This is a contemporary twist on an old nursery rhyme
courtesy of frumpet great Nicholas Payton. Check
out his recording of this tune on his album Gumbo
Nouveau. The style is swing, listen carefully to the
Kendor recordings as there are some rhythmic
challenges to master. The form is AAB with two-part
harmony on the melody at measure 9. Full harmony
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begins on the B section at measure 25. The solo
section at measure 35 may be opened up for as
many solos as desired if using a live rhythm section.
Backgrounds can be used on cue. There will be
some technical issues to work on during the line that
occurs from measure 43 1o 66, take things slower af
first. The shout chorus begins at measure 67 before
the B secftion takes the chart out at measure 76.

Grand View Groove

The groove here is a half-time shuffle funk. Listen to
the “two” feel and lock the lines in with that. Again,
listening to the recordings on the Kendor welbsite is
a great way to learn. The form here is an extended
AABA. There is two-part harmony at measure 9.
Work to get a good balance between the two
parts. The harmony breaks to four part on the bridge
at measure 29, so all parts should play out. At
measure 38, 2nd Trumpet breaks from the rest to
play the melody (guitar also has the melody). The
solo section at measure 47 may be opened up for
as many solos as desired if using a live rhythm
section. Backgrounds can be used on cue. The
frumpets tfrade phrases with the drums at measure
60 and the bridge then takes the chart out.

Latin Action

This one is a samba so the feel is even eighth notes.
The groove should be in a "two” style throughout.
The form is AABA with the phrase beginning at
measure 13. The 1st Trumpet and guitar state the
melody here. They continue with the melody at
measure 21 with the rest of the section playing
packground punches. Everyone comes together on
the bridge at measure 29. The line at measure 45 is
unison with the rhythm section. The solo section at
measure 61 may be opened up for as many solos as
desired if using a live rhythm section. Backgrounds
can be used on cue. The full ensemble comes
tfogether on the bridge at measure 69 before the
unison line with rhythm section wraps it up.



A Nasty Bit Of Blues

This straight ahead swing features a blues-based
melody. The form begins at measure 9 with the
frumpets in unison on the melody. Pay close aften-
fion to pitch here. Measure 21 sets up the unison line
that is played with the rhythm section. If you have
some frouble here, just slow the tempo down and
work out the line. The solo section at measure 33
may be opened up for as many solos as desired if
using a live rhythm section. Backgrounds can be
used on cue. Starting at measure 45, the frumpets
frade 2-bar phrases with the drums. The last

chorus at measure 69 is fully harmonized in the style
of a big band shout chorus.

Whoopin’ Blues

The feel on this is a traditional New Orleans street
beat which is also sometimes called a “second line”
feel. Think of approaching it with a swing feel. The
form is a 12-bar blues. The melody at measure 9 fea-
tures two-part harmony before the section splits info
tfwo lines at measure 21. While it may feel a bit dif-
ferent at measure 33, the form is sfill a blues. The solo
section at measure 45 may be opened up for as
many solos as desired if using a live rhythm section.
Backgrounds can be used on cue. The first four
measures of this section are always a send off for
the next solo, so play the ensemble parts here. The
drums play 12 measures at measure 58 leading into
a straight swing for the shout chorus at measure 70.
The street beat returns to take the chart out.
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