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70/7aﬂﬂes Brahms

“THE PHILOSOPHER OF MUSIC”
[Born 1833—Died 1897]

PROGRAM NOTES

Brahms was in the habit of leading a well-ordered life N\ From the time he
was thirty, when he settled permanently in Vienna, j&would spend his winters
making guest appearances in performances of his, music. But in the summer,
he would retire to some small village where he'eolld composg amid the quiet
and inspiring surroundings of the Austrian coyhtryside. It was during the sum-
mers of 1884 and 1885 that Brahms, in e Austrian Alpsy w¥ete his Fourth
Symphony. He seemed to realize the stexiicharacter of His\work] for he wrote
to a friend: "I am pondering whether the“symphon§ will find more of a public.
I fear it smacks of the climate of\thiS Country (Austrian Alps); the cherries
are not sweet here, and you would @eTtainly not eat”them."

The tone of the entire symiphgny %6 one of setielsness, and the work reflects
the earnestness of Brahms'Water years. ginthedfourth movement Brahms broke
all tradition by castifg”the finale in ‘thelform of a chaconne or passacaglia.
The terms chaconnefland passacaglia \are, for all practical purposes, inter-
changeable, andgfefer tes@n old SpaniShidance form, usually in 3/4 time, which
consists of a_setgof yariations,dnsagtheme that is usually eight measures long
and usuallyfin jthe"Bass. Imgthis Symphony the theme is in the top voice. Upon
this theme, Which he took frgm the chaconne in Bach' s Cantata No. 150, Brahms
constructed a“monumentalfand powerful set of thirty-four variations. This
arrangement includes the theme with sixteen variations and the coda.
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