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VERNON LEIDIG
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Vernon Leidig is Professor Emeritus of Music orma Stat iversity, Los
Angeles. He has been presented with the ing Pro r Award for
teaching, scholarship, research and pr&\ achl Nt

His previous experience mclude:@ mstrume sicin the Los

Angeles secondary school eaching principles earned him a
Certificate of Merit from th ates De nt of State.

Dr. Leidig is well kno s an ranger n adjudicator and conductor, and
has published ma sic ducatlo nd magazine articles, plus

numerous arra nd tran s for orchestra and band.




1810 - 1856

Robert Schumann is held in high esteem as one of the most
important composers after Beethoven. He was thoroughly
devoted to the cause of creating beautiful music.

Schumann graduated from the University of Leipsic with a
Degree in Law, to please his mother. However, his*heart
was in the world of music.

He studied piano with “Papa” Wieck, whese daughter Klara
was a fine pianist and composer. Klaraxand Robert pecame
enamored of each other, and marriéd/invthe autumn,of 1840.

The marriage stirred a new andhsignificaniscréative impulse
in Robert, and the Fourth, Symphony, composed'in 1841,
was a birthday gift for Klara,.Being the peifeCtionist he was,
Schumann refusedste permit publication until ten years later,
after he had made extensive revisionsto the work.

The FourthfSymphony is a lyri¢ peem for orchestra, more
poetic ip=eontentthan Schuntann’s prior symphonies. The
theme efthe) introductigngo the Finale asserts itself in a
passage ‘of surprising grardeur.

Schumann’s versatility and agile romantic lyrical themes in
the strings and woodwinds are contrasted by powerfully
majestic themes for the full orchestra. The movement is
deeply poetic, expressing varying moods: tenderness,
passion, intensity and drama.
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