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Notes
I Saw Three Ships (Come Sailing In) is a traditional English Christmas carol dating back to at least 1833. In this 
arrangement, the 6/8 meter of the original melody is traded in for straight-ahead swing. A quartet plays the 
tune in two-part harmony before the full ensemble – and sections within the ensemble – get to play variations.

There is an optional part for Bells at measure 32 (found in the Piano part).  It could be played on Vibraphone 
or Piano if no Bells are available. The brief Trumpet solo at measure 47 can be played in a wah-wah mute, or 
Harmon mute with stem in. Alternately, a plunger mute would be great choice, too.

This arrangement is fondly dedicated to David and Jane Dawkins.

Ryan Fraley (b. 1973) Ryan's compositions and arrangements have been performed worldwide by jazz 
ensembles, orchestras, and bands of all levels. He is the co-founder of Wave Mechanics Union, a studio jazz 
orchestra with two albums released. The most recent album, Further to Fly, was played in heavy rotation on 
Sirius / XM. Ryan has provided orchestrations for Jon Anderson (vocalist from the band Yes) for various solo 
projects, and is a frequent recipient of ASCAP Awards. His commissioned music has appeared in films, 
albums, commercials, and other media.

Fraley holds a master’s degree in music composition from the State University of New York at Potsdam, and 
a bachelor’s degree in music theory and composition from Ball State University. He works extensively with 
publisher The FJH Music Company, and his own HXmusic LLC.
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Trumpet 1 Range:
Listen to the recording of this work  

at www.ryanfraley.com

or scan this code to access the MP3 directly:
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