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What We've Been Taught to Do With Death

by Harrison J. Collins

Instrumentation

Piccolo

Flute 1 - 2

Oboe 1 -2

Bassoon 1 -2
Contrabassoon

Eb Clarinet

Bb Clarinet 1 - 3

Bb Bass Clarinet

Bb Contrabass Clarinet
Bb Soprano Saxophone
Eb Alto Saxophone

Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone

Bb Trumpet 1 - 4
FHorn 1 -4

Trombone 1 - 3 (straight mutes need
Bass Trombone (straight mute nee

Euphonium

Double Bass
&
Piano K

Harp QQ)

ssion

% impani

Crotales (2 oct.) (bow needed)

Tuba O’Q\
N\

Notes

The piano and harp play vital roles in this work
and must be present in the texture. If necessar

amplification may be utilized to fac1l1ta$ <

At the end of the work, the term1,"molto

ritardando” is still a bit of anu statement

The slowing of tempo shou u1te extreme;

S "right” at first. It

should also be consg‘m nd smooth, with no

n

more so than what may fe

sudden drops i po. At the conductor's

discretion, ¢ &tmg the eighth note in the

@
3

easures may be appropriate.

3. Vibraphone, Glockenspiel (bow needed)

4. Marimba, Snare Drum (bow needed)

5. Bongos

6. Hi-hat

7. Suspended Cymbal
8. Bass Drum

Grade: 5

Duration: ca. 4:00

© J Stands for Joe Music




About the Piece

What We've Been Taught to Do With Death is a rhapsodic moto perpetuo inspired by the beautifully
evocative poem The Vulture €/ the Body by Ada Limén. Upon first reading Limén's poem, I was
enraptured by the way she approaches the subject of humankind's relationship with our world. She
describes the grief she feels passing by dead animals on the side of the road as she drives on the
highway in her "death machine", saying to herself "how dare we live on this Earth". This idea ties

closely with a core belief of mine: that we tend to incorrectly see ourselves as separate from our

world, and through this illusion, we harm the planet and the life upon it (including ourselves). From
these ideas and the poem's intensely vivid imagery springs this work, which attempts to match bout{()

the careful brevity and emotional power of Limdn's masterful work of art. 0'%
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About the Compo \

Harrison J. Colli . 1999) began composing at the young age of thirteen. Since then, he has made
a name for If across the United States as a skilled composer. He combines his musical studies
in acaic ettings with years of self-teaching and a strong intuition to write music that

nge

cha]{

Q;lcls)works for wind ensemble, orchestra, and chamber ensembles are published by Murphy Music

ress, M&M Music Press, C. Alan Publications, and more, and have been performed across the

and connects to performers and listeners alike.

United States and internationally. He is a winner of numerous composition competitions, including
the Sinta Quartet Composition Competition, the Dallas Winds Fanfare Competition, the National
Young Composers Challenge, the Austin Symphony Orchestra's Texas Young Composers
Competition, and multiple Fifteen Minutes of Fame competitions held by Vox Novus - including
one in which his work was selected for performance by the acclaimed West Point Band.

Harrison spent several years at Illinois State University, where he studied composition with Dr.
Roy Magnuson and Dr. Roger Zare. Harrison currently studies at Texas Christian University,
where he is seeking degrees in music composition and music education.
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