




5IFTF RBEJBOU MPNFOUT
CZ HBSSJTPO J. CPMMJOT 

Instrumentation

PJDDPMP
SPMP FMVUF
FMVUF 1 - 2
OCPF 1 - 2
BBTTPPO 1 - 2
EC CMBSJOFU
BC CMBSJOFU 1 - 3
BC BBTT CMBSJOFU
BC SPQSBOP SBYPQIPOF
EC AMUP SBYPQIPOF 
BC 5FOPS SBYPQIPOF
EC BBSJUPOF SBYPQIPOF

BC 5SVNQFU 1 - 3 (DVQ NVUFT OFFEFE)
F HPSO 1 - 4 
5SPNCPOF 1 - 3 (DVQ NVUFT OFFEFE)
BBTT 5SPNCPOF (DVQ NVUF OFFEFE)
EVQIPOJVN
5VCB

DPVCMF BBTT

PJBOP

Percussion
1. 5JNQBOJ
2. CSPUBMFT (2 PDU.)
3. GMPDLFOTQJFM 
4. LBSHF 5SJBOHMF, 7JCSBQIPOF
5. CIJNFT
6. CZNCBMT SFUVQ, SOBSF DSVN
8. BPOHPT, 3 5PNT, BBTT DSVN 

Notes
 

5IJT XPSL GFBUVSFT B GMVUF TPMPJTU XJUI B VOJRVF
QBSU GSPN UIF FOTFNCMF GMVUF QBSUT. 5IF QBSU JT

NBSLFE XJUI "TPMP" BOE "UVUUJ" UP JOEJDBUF QBTTBHFT
XIFSF UIF QMBZFS JT UP QMBZ TPMPJTUJDBMMZ BOE XIFSF

UIFZ BSF UP QMBZ BT B NFNCFS PG UIF FOTFNCMF. 5IJT
JOEJWJEVBM QBSU NJHIU CF DPOTJEFSFE B HSBEF 5.

 
AMM USVNQFUT BOE USPNCPOFT SFRVJSF DVQ NVUFT

GPS UIJT QJFDF. IG UIJT JT VOBUUBJOBCMF, TUSBJHIU NVUFT
NBZ CF TVCTUJUVUFE (CVU USZ UP LFFQ JU VOJGPSN, J.F.

BMM DVQ NVUFT PS BMM TUSBJHIU NVUFT).
 

AT TUBUFE JO UIF TDPSF, UIF GJOBM GFSNBUB TIPVME CF
IFME GPS B significantly long UJNF, BU MFBTU 15-30

TFDPOET. 5IF SJOHJOH QFSDVTTJPO TIPVME CF
BMMPXFE UP GBEF UP DPNQMFUF TJMFODF. AMUIPVHI UIJT

JT OPU OPUBUFE, JG JU JT EFTJSFE, UIF DPOEVDUPS BOE
FOTFNCMF NFNCFST NBZ UBLF B EFFQ CSFBUI
UPHFUIFS JO VOJTPO BT UIF QFSDVTTJPO GBEFT.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade: 4.5 
 

Duration: DB. 5:00 
 

© J Stands for Joe Music



About the Piece

At the age of 20, I had my first true, actual existential crisis. I saw the impermanence of lifeѝof my
life and of the lives of those I know and love and of all life. I saw life in the context of our great
universeѝif the 13.8 billion year history of the universe was condensed down to one year, the
entire existence of humankind would have only happened in the last ten minutes of December 31st.
In this frame, a single human life lasts for the only blink of an eye. This hit me hard. I had already
been afflicted with great anxiety over my identity and what I was going to do with my life and just
about everything elseѝa condition that, I was informed, is commonly referred to as "growing up".
Now, I was paralyzed by the weight of knowing this life was infinitesimally brief.

And, yet, as I took the time to learn how to hold that weight, I began to see something within it.
Something good. I realized how beautiful it is that we each have this one blink of an eyeѝthat our
lives are like a flash of light or the ringing of a bell, nothing and then something and then nothing
again, all in one radiant moment. I saw that it is the brevity of this moment that gives it meaning
and value. If it never ended, it would simply be another nothing; it is because it does not last that it
is something.

This is the realization from which These Radiant Moments comes. This work opens with a melody I
wrote right around the time I had that crisisѝit's a playful, na®ve melody, one that is young and
energetic and full of life. Over five minutes, it takes turns with a more melancholy melody, growing
older and perhaps wiser. Eventually it reaches a point of rapturous celebration for our time, and
then, like a star reaching the end of its' life, it explodes outward in a brilliant flash of sound that
rings and,  like we will, returns to nothing.

At the time I am writing these notes, I am 22 years old. I know astonishingly little, but I do know
this: we have come from nothing to share these radiant moments, and we will return to nothing
when we are done. In this moment, we must do all we can. We must feel and we must care and we
must love and we must live.

About the Composer

Harrison J. Collins (b. 1999) began composing at the young age of thirteen. Since then, he has made
a name for himself across the United States as a skilled composer. He combines his musical studies
in academic settings with years of self-teaching and a strong intuition to write music that
challenges and connects to performers and listeners alike.

His works for wind ensemble, orchestra, and chamber ensembles are published by Murphy Music
Press, M&M Music Press, C. Alan Publications, and more, and have been performed across the
United States and internationally. He is a winner of numerous composition competitions, including
the Sinta Quartet Composition Competition, the Dallas Winds Fanfare Competition, the National
Young Composers Challenge, the Austin Symphony Orchestra's Texas Young Composers
Competition, and multiple Fifteen Minutes of Fame competitions held by Vox Novusѝincluding
one in which his work was selected for performance by the acclaimed West Point Band.

Harrison spent several years at Illinois State University, where he studied composition with Dr.
Roy Magnuson and Dr. Roger Zare. Harrison currently studies at Texas Christian University with
Neil Anderson-Himmelspach, where he is seeking a degree in music composition. Harrison is a
proud member of the Millennium Composers Initiative and the Aurora Tapestry Initiative.
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