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TSZ
CZ HBSSJTPO J. CPMMJOT

IOTUSVNeOUaUiPO
 
PJDDPMP
FMVUF 1 - 2 
OCPF 1 - 2
BBTTPPO 1 - 2
CPOUSBCBTTPPO
BC CMBSJOFU 1 - 4 
BC BBTT CMBSJOFU
BC CPOUSBCBTT CMBSJOFU 
EC AMUP SBYPQIPOF 1 - 2
BC TFOPS SBYPQIPOF
EC BBSJUPOF SBYPQIPOF

BC TSVNQFU 1 - 3
F HPSO 1 - 4 
TSPNCPOF 1 - 3
BBTT TSPNCPOF
EVQIPOJVN 
TVCB

DPVCMF BBTT (OQUJPOBM)

PJBOP (OQUJPOBM)

PeScVTTiPO
1. TJNQBOJ
2. 9ZMPQIPOF, GMPDLFOTQJFM 
3. CSBTI CZNCBMT, SOBSF DSVN
4. HJ-IBU, RJEF CZNCBM
5. HJ-IBU, RJEF CZNCBM
6. CZNCBM SFUVQ (SVTQFOEFE CZNCBM, CIJOB
CZNCBM, SQMBTI CZNCBM)
7. BPOHPT, TXP TPNT
8. BBTT DSVN

NPUeT

TIF QFSDVTTJPO 4 BOE 5 QBSUT CPUI SFRVJSF B IJ-IBU BOE
B SJEF DZNCBM; UIFTF JOTUSVNFOUT BSF noU TIBSFE, BOE BT

B SFTVMU, UIF XPSL SFRVJSFT UXP IJ-IBUT BOE UXP SJEF
DZNCBMT UPUBM. EYQFSJNFOUBUJPO XJUI QJUDI BOE UJNCSF

CFUXFFO UIF EVBM JOTUSVNFOUT JT BDDFQUBCMF BOE
FODPVSBHFE.

TIF QFSDVTTJPO 6 QBSU JT UP CF QMBZFE XJUI TXJ[[MF
TUJDLT TP UIBU UIF QMBZFS NBZ TXJUDI CFUXFFO SPMMJOH

UIF DZNCBMT XJUI UIF GFMU NBMMFU FOET BOE TUSJLJOH
UIFN XJUI UIF TUJDL FOET. GVJEBODF GPS XIFO UP GMJQ

UIF TUJDLT JT JODMVEFE JO UIF QBSU.

TIF QFSDVTTJPO 7 QBSUѠT CPOHPT BOE UXP UPNT TIPVME
CF QMBZFE BT POF TFU PG GPVS ESVNT GSPN IJHI-UP-MPX

QJUDI. TIF QBSU TIPVME CF QMBZFE XJUI TUBOEBSE TUJDLT.

AMM USPNCPOF HMJTTBOEPT TIPVME CF QMBZFE GVMM-MFOHUI.

WIFO B TVTUBJOFE OPUF FOET CZ UZJOH JOUP BO FJHIUI
OPUF XJUI B TUBDDBUP-NBSDBUP BSUJDVMBUJPO BOE BO ѢTG[ѣ
NBSLJOH, JU TIPVME CF QMBZFE XJUI B TIBSQ, BHHSFTTJWF

DVUPGG. TIF OPUF TIPVME OPU CF SF-BSUJDVMBUFE.

GSade: 5

DVSaUiPO: DB. 6:30

i J SUaOdT fPS JPe MVTic



About the Piece

TSZ is a uniquely self-aware and self-referential work for me. It was commissioned by the South
Carolina Band Directors Association thanks to SCBDA President Leslie Gilreath—an incredible
composer, conductor, educator, and human being whom I am deeply grateful to call my friend and
colleague. When I received the commission, I was in a period of heightened stress; it was late in a
busy, difficult school semester, I had been feeling quite “stopped upѣ creatively, and to top it off, I
was vicariously stressed for my partner, who was alTo going through a period of heightened stress
with her job and career. The prospect of composing this new piece scared me, and I grew anxious
that I’d have to back out of the commission out of an inability to produce anything of quality. But as
I acknowledged and worked with the fear I was feeling, I realized that I had began repeating a
particular phrase to both myself and my partner during our shared time of stress: “it doesn’t matter
whether or not you always succeed; it just matters that you always tryѣ. I was shocked with a fresh
consciousness for the fact that my fear and anxiety didn’t have to stop me; that I could not allow
them to do so. This phrase became a mantra, reminding me that it’s not the achievement that
matters in the end but the human need to strive. Put simply, I needed to USZ.

In that spirit, TSZ begins with a musical “attemptѣ—at what is left up to the listener’s imagination.
However, the attempt does not succeed, and we come crashing down and grind to a halt. But that’s
okay; we tend to our scrapes and our bruises, brush ourselves off, stand back up, and get to work.
We reflect back on our attempt, analyzing our failure, and we practice. We struggle, sure; we get
frustrated. But that doesn’t stop us; we acknowledge our feelings and we push forward, doing the
best we can with what we have and know. Eventually, we look back on our growth, and we feel
ready to try again. We take a second attempt, and this time, making use of all that we have practiced
and all that we have learned from our failures, the differences in our attempt lead us to success. It is
ecstatic and enrapturing to achieve what we’ve strived so hard to do—but in the end, what matters
most is that we set our minds to something and we USied. That is the greatest success we can ever
seek to achieve in this life of ours.

About the Composer

Harrison J. Collins (b. 1999) began composing at the young age of thirteen. Since then, he has made a
name for himself across the United States as a skilled composer. He combines his musical studies in
academic settings with years of self-teaching and a strong intuition to write music that challenges
and connects to performers and listeners alike.

Their works for wind ensemble, orchestra, and chamber ensembles are published by Murphy Music
Press, C. Alan Publications, and more, and have been performed across the United States and
internationally. They are a winner of numerous composition competitions, including the Sinta
Quartet Composition Competition, the Dallas Winds Fanfare Competition, and the National Young
Composers Challenge. Harrison is a proud representative and board member for the Millennium
Composers Initiative, through which he seeks to provide opportunities for other composers to grow
and reach new heights. In 2022, they founded the Aurora Tapestry Collective with their friends
Kevin Day, Josh Trentadue, and Katahj Copley.

Harrison spent several years at Illinois State University, where he studied composition with Dr. Roy
Magnuson and Dr. Roger Zare. Harrison currently studies at Texas Christian University with Dr.
Neil Anderson-Himmelspach and Dr. Martin Blessinger, where he is seeking a degree in music
composition.
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