




The Paper Man
by Harrison J. Collins

Instrumentation 

Piccolo* 
Flute 1 - 2* 
Oboe 1 - 2* 
English Horn* 
Bassoon 1 - 2* 
Contrabassoon* 
Eb Clarinet 
Bb Clarinet 1 - 4 
Bb Bass Clarinet* 
Bb Contrabass Clarinet* 

Bb Soprano Saxophone 
Eb Alto Saxophone 
Bb Tenor Saxophone 
Eb Baritone Saxophone 

Bb Trumpet 1 - 3* 
F Horn 1 - 4* 
Trombone 1 - 3* 
Bass Trombone* 
Euphonium 1 - 2* 
Tuba* 

String Bass 

Piano 
Harp 

Percussion 
1. Timpani 
2. Xylophone, Vibraphone 
3. Marimba, Chimes 
4. Splash Cymbal, Hi-hat 
5. Snare Drum, Crash Cymbals 
6. Tambourine, Suspended Cymbal 
7. Whip, Triangle 
8. Bass Drum 

Duration: ca. 5:00 

Transposed Score

Notes 

This piece is intended to be played one-on-a-
part. Doubling is acceptable as long as 
ensemble balance is maintained. 

*A single piece of blank white paper is 
needed for all brass players and some 
woodwind players (excluding soprano 
clarinets and all saxophones). Where it is 
notated, the paper is to be shaken above the 
head quickly, aggressively, and loudly with a 
quick taper in volume to create the sound of 
flapping wings.

© J Stands for Joe Music



About the Piece 

The Paper Man loosely follows a short story of the same title that I wrote during my freshman year of 
high school, which in turn was a rewriting of am improvised “bedtime story” that I told my best friend 
at three in the morning on a road trip. The story follows a kind, unassuming young man with an 
unclear background who is simply known in his small secluded town as “The Man”. His life is simple 
until a new waitress appears at the local café and their story is set in motion. At a whopping six pages 
long, the story is jam-packed with romance, dinosaurs, and a few thousand paper cranes. The Paper 
Man grew to be quite popular among my peers, and I found that it would be a great source of 
inspiration for a piece of music. The story is a simultaneously silly, sweet, and fun one, and it is these 
qualities that I aimed to depict within the work. 

One unique aspect of this work is the use of paper to emulate the sound of flapping bird winds. 
Inspired by Eric Whitacre’s use of this effect in his choral work Little Birds, I use it to represent living 
paper cranes, a motif seen throughout the story of The Paper Man. These paper cranes, represented also 
by a staccato motive first heard in the flutes and moving throughout the ensemble, are as ever-present 
in the piece as they are in the story.

About the Composer 

Harrison J. Collins (b. 1999) began composing at the young age of fourteen. Since then, he has made a 
name for himself across the United States as a skilled composer. He combines his musical studies in 
academic settings with years of self-teaching and a strong intuition to write music that challenges and 
connects to performers and listeners alike. 

His works for wind ensemble and orchestra are published by Grand Mesa Music Publishers, C. Alan 
Publications, and Ars Nova Music. He is a winner of numerous composition competitions, including 
the Dallas Winds Fanfare Competition, the National Young Composers Challenge, the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra’s Texas Young Composers Competition, and multiple Fifteen Minutes of Fame 
competitions held by Vox Novus- including one in which his work was selected for performance by the 
acclaimed West Point Band. 

Harrison currently studies at Illinois State University with Dr. Roy Magnuson and Dr. Roger Zare, 
where he is seeking a degree in music composition and music education.
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