Big Citg Lights

for Wind Ensemble

2021

Marie A. Douglas

© 2021 Marie A. Douglas (BMI)
marieaclouglas.com



Biography

Marie A. Douglas (!3. ]987) has been noted for the arrangement and orchestration choices

within her works for various ensembles. Her arrangements focus on aiCForciing qualitg voice lcading, memorable
rngtnms and uniquc and interesting textures for musicians at all levels of music Pcricormancc. Marie is insPircd bg the
music of modern African American and minority music composers such as R. Nathaniel Dett, Quincy Jones, Duke
E”ington, Florence Price, Margaret Bonds, Lili and Nadia Boulangcr and many others. Marie cnjogs arranging and

transcribing Picccs in addition to her own comPositions.
Due to her arranging backgroun&, she often chooses to

infuse aspects of her favorite genres of music into her wind
ban&/ orchestral creations, and asPccts of wind band and
orchestral literature in her electronic music Procjuctions. Most
rcccntlg, her comPositions have included negro sPiri’cuals) African
cirumming idioms, spokcn word, sound clcsign, samplcs) and tons
of other elements of HiP~HoP, spcciﬁcaug, the sub~gcnrc “TraP
Music.”

Marie cnjogs mixing, and lagcringgcnrcs and textures to irjcct
excitement into Picccs intended for concert Pcricormancc. Marie is

an active conductor, composer, and arranger. Sheis Prcsently a

composition and music tncorg doctoral student at the Universitg of

Mcmpnis where she studies with Kamran Ince and Mahir Cetiz.

Pro Zram Notes

Big City Lignts is a Piccc for wind band, insPirc& !:)9 the HiP~HoP sub~gcnre “TraP Music” which finds its roots in
the composcr’s nomctown, Atlanta) Gcorgia. The atonal Piccc has an electronic accompaniment asPcc’c as well.
There are musical elements that are meant to imitate tccnniqucs which are commonlg utilized cluring the Production
of music within the genre. For cxamplc, in general the timpani Pcncorms what are intended to be “808’s”, while the
tuba is often Pcncorming lines that would be reserved for sgntlﬁcsizcci bass; the combination creates an often utilized
distortion technic]uc.

Other Production tactics travel tnrougn the ensemble as well. Certain aspects of the orchestration are imitating
automation, which Placcs the sound cxclusivclg in different 5Pots of the ensemble (5Pcciﬁca”9 on the left or right of
the conductor). Sudden and gradual ensemble crescendos and clovctailing of melodies imitate low and nign pass
filters and volume knobs. A&ditiona”g, the Piccc aims to gjve the Pencormcrs and audience a Peek into a da9 in the life
of an Atlanta resident.

The Picce bcgins with the hi n~Paccd “It's Lit!l” section which includes fortissimo exclamations occurring
tnrougnout the ensemble. Dcmonstrating the hustle and bustle of the famed Atlanta traffic. The traffic sounds
Pcricorm a trio with the clarinets and marimba) who clcpict a sense of “nurrg and wait”, as t]*icy endure the Atlanta
traffic scene. The “Issa Vibe” section is much slower and intends to dePict a nignt out on the town with friends,
cnjoging the city lignts and the sligntlg slower Paccd environment.

For a short Pcrio&, we return to “It’s Lit!!” followed bg “Cnoppcd and Screwed,” which is a halftime rccaPitulation
of the main themes. “Cnoppcd and Screwed” is a famous DJ 5tglc where a song is slowed down trcmcndouslg. The
Piccc closes out with one final return to the original marking of “It’s Lit”. Erjoy a clay in the life of an “AtLien”  with
“Big City Lights”!
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Instrumentation

Piccolo (Flute)
Flute
Oboe

Bassoon

Clarinet 1in Bb

Clarinet 2 in Bb

Clarinet in Bb

Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxphone

Truml:)e’cl in Bb

Trumpet 2 in Bb

Trumpet 3 1n Bb
Hornin I
HorninF 2

Trombone 1 & 2

Trombone 3 (Bass)
E‘uphonium
Tuba

Timpani (hi and low toms)
Xglophone/Ricle Cgmbal
Marimba
Snare Drum
Bass Drum

Cgmbals (ligh’cjazz hi-hat andjazz ride)



Performance Notes

Blg Citg ngnts IS a Piece for Wind Ensemble and includes an electronic
accompaniment. The Piece requires the emPlogment of an accomPanging
sound tile, which is meant to dePict the nustle) bustle) and commotion

of tratfic on the nignwags of Atlanta, Georgja.
*The sound file is NOT OPTIONAL, and should be utilized for best results.

The sound file can be activated bﬂ an otﬁstage individual. (Pernaps stationed
in the sound booth) The individual may simplg download and Piagback the
traHic sounds tnrougn the house sound sgstem. The sound file can also be
activated via an on-stage musician Pencorming with a MIDI Controller,

hooked up toa comPuter anclamplitication sgstem.

For best results, Please note that the electronic accomPaniment should be
activated for the first time, at beat one of measure 25 and stoPPecl after
beat four of measure 34 The second time the same file should be activated
beginning at beat one of measure 107 and stoPPed after beat four at 1.

Tne Pencormer ot tne electronic accompaniment snouicl be most concernecl

with starting and stoPPing the sound at the correct measures.

Contact

Marie A. Douglas mussempre@gmaii.com

(3O5) 741-9727 marieaclouglas.com
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