
PROGRAM	NOTES

Flute	1 -2
Oboe
Bassoon
Engl ish	Horn
Clarinet	in 	B-flat	1 -2
Bass	Clar inet	in 	B-flat
Alto	Saxophone	1 -2
Tenor	Saxophone
Baritone	Saxophone
Trumpet	in	B-flat	1 -2
Horn	in	F	1 -2

“Does	it	stretch	out	 i ts	roots… ”	was	jointly	composed	by	Tyler 	Austin 	&	Daniel le	F isher 	 in 	August
2022.	The	composers	based	musical 	motives	on	p lant-l ike	 imagery	entwined	with	mysticism,	and
the	 piece	 includes	 extended	 techniques	 that	 simulate	 wind,	 rustl ing	 leaves,	 and	 breaking
branches.	 Inspiration	 was	 drawn	 from	 the	 great	Austr ian	 poet	 Rainer 	 Mar ia	 R i lke,	 and	 creates	 a
space	for 	reflection	on	the	fol lowing	prose:

“Go	into	yourself.	Find	out	the	reason	that	commands	you	to	write;	see	whether	it	has	spread	its
roots	into	the	very	depths	of	your	heart;	confess	to	yourself	whether	you	would	have	to	die	if	you
were	forbidden	to	write.

This	most	of	all:	ask	yourself	in	the	most	silent	hour	of	your	night:	must	I	write?	Dig	into	yourself
for	a	deep	answer.	And	if	this	answer	rings	out	in	assent,	 if	you	meet	this	solemn	question	with	a
strong,	simple	“I	must,”	then	build	your	life	in	accordance	with	this	necessity;	your	whole	life,	even
into	its	humblest	and	most	indifferent	hour,	must	become	a	sign	and	witness	to	this	impulse.”

INSTRUMENTATION

Do� it �retch �t its roots. . .

Trombone
Euph.	B .C.	

Tuba
Double	Bass	(optional)

Timpani
Bel ls

Marimba
Bowed	Crotales	/	Slapstick

Bass	Drum	/	Wooden	Windchime
Woodblocks

Piano	
Organ	(optional)

Wind	Ensemble	|	Grade	4

Co-composed:	by	Tyler	Austin	&	Daniel le	Fisher
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Shuffle	&	crinkle	paper	softly	to	create	wind

Transient	

to	the	2022-2023	Old	Dominion	University	Wind	Ensemble,	with	love

Tyler	Austin	&	Daniel le	Fisher	(2022)
(ASCAP)
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