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Program Notes

For a while I had been fascinated by our willingness to raise our cha
goals without being able to guarantee anything. We expend tremendo
us more likely to find success, while maintaining a collective understz

aspirations are a roll of the dice to a certain ex

culi

Want to open a great restaurant? Roll the dice. If you’ve go chool

p gr y g )
in the past,
never a guarantee.

cher. Climb a

mountain, be drafted into the NBA, become a gra : e pointed toward

It’s crazy to me that we’re all casually ith that dynamic. It’s crazy to me that

we are all satisfied to walk through the wor eight of uncertainty looming

over us, following us around like a rain cloud.

I had been wanting to write a piece tha e sion for some time. The bump
that the piece needed was a conversation I a friend of mine in the spring of
2018 in which it was remarked t ’s har d interesting, specifically modern,
quality literature under around 1 ong. This piece was written to help fix

tha ast that’s a goal.

K
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Performance Notes

Odds and Unevens has a through-line of pulse in the mallet percussion, most often in the
Vibraphone. The single-note line represents the consistent march in pursuit.of our goals. It

stumbles and glitches along the way, tripping over itself in each solo instance.

The piece can be divided roughly into four sections:

Turmoil: m.1 - m.49
Increase The Odds: m.50 - m.113
Roll The Dice: m.114 - 150
Resolution: m.151 - m.195

Turmoil has no real melodic intent to speak of, the goal being to bting a sense of unrest to

the top of the piece. It is important in this section to maintain vettical alignment, as much

of the interest comes from balanced tone clustess and tightly voiced chord extensions. The
concept of attack and release is critical, as vetry often the mallet percussion provide an

attack, while the woodwinds or brass provide a sustain.

Increase The Odds is a building section of alternating tonalities, centered around the pitch
F. The section requires steady pulse in the 8th note repeating patterns, and a sense of phrase
in the melodies. The melody in this section 1s,in'long passages in solo instruments
throughout, splitting into solo duets at m.74. Many of these melodies are intended to have a
loose relationship with the steady pulse of the picce. Very rarely will these melodies move
with the accompaniment, they are meant to be seperate ideas. The section should build

steadily uatil the xylophone floats us out of it.

Roll The Dice should be the dynamic and emotional peak of the piece. Low brass and
timpani need to maintain volume and presence throughout their long tones while high brass
keep the listener off theipulsewith their attacks. Woodwinds and mallet percussion maintain

pulse and their pattetn displaces one 8th note each phrase through the 7/8 measures. If
possible, the clarinet line ih.m.141 should be a true gliss, and the ensemble should flare the
chord leading into m.143.

Resolution bfings as closeito melody as this piece really ever encounters. The attacks at 159
should be as short as possible while still allowing the pitch and chord structure to project.
The melody at m.179 is a restatement of an idea heard back at m.20, and is the only thing

you heat twice in the piece, other than the vibraphone line. The piece ends with a question,

rather than an answetr.

Olin Hannum
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