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PROGRAM NOTE 9
The melody of Amazing Grace is recognized worldwide and can be traced back to Scottish origins, inspiring the Scotti in this'fanfare-like arrangement. In

modern culture, Amazing Grace is known as a traditional folk song and hymn whi
find forgiveness and redemption.

inds us that even during our allenging moments, we can always

Joseph Benjamin Earp shares the inspiration for this piece:

“My dear friend, colleague, and mentor Blair Smith asked me to write a
| did not know his mother well, | knew her well enough to kno
lead as a high school band director. | have been fortunate
one occurrence where she gazed at her son conducting o

Amazing Grace i%f his mother, Catherine Anderson Smith. Though
S Id regularly attend Blair's concerts that he would

er children,
in some of these performa with his mother in the audience, and | fondly remember
erface was filled with p&s e witnessed the accomplishments of her child.
n addition, listemfor aelear statement of a melodic line from Blue Bells of Scotland that
aligns with the lyrics from the song's final vers guard and bring,hi e." As Blair is a percussionist, | wanted to feature the percussion

section in the beginning and just before the final s by the entire ensemble @ end of the work. This section represents his mother gazing at him with
pride as he performs as a musician. The mazing relationship betWeen a'son and his mother. When Grace Shines Brightly.”

N T NDUCTOR
Please pay close attention to all marking ut the score and re to prioritize each of the Amazing Grace phrases and fragments presented throughout

the piece. If your percus ion has limited personnel, t%é bass drummer can play the crash cymbal part at measure 82 using a stick and suspended cymbal

(or mounted cymbal ). Take note of the ers of the melodic statement introduced at measure 98, starting with the soprano voices, then
basses/baritones, an e tenor voices. An a yle change occurs at measure 114 with a more Southern, hymn-like setting of Amazing Grace
rgetic ending

e enjaythis work! Please visit my composer page at rwsmusic.com to connect. %
\ (Bio on page 23)
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Written for my dear friend, colleague, and mentor,
Blair Smith, in loving memory of his mother Catherine Anderson Smith

WHEN GRACE SHINES BRIGHTLY

“ : ” Joseph Benjamin Earp (ASCAP
Conductor Score (“Amazing Grace”) p j p( )
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Joseph Benjamin Earp is the Music/Music Industry Chair and Director of Bands at Hinds Community College in Raymond, Mississippi.
He received his undergraduate degree in Music Education from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, a Master of Music in Music
Education from Anderson University (Anderson, South Carolina), and a Doctor of Music Education from Liberty University (Lynchburg,
Virginia). 2019 Dr. Earp was inducted into the Omega Nu Lambda National College Honor Society based on his academic achievement at
Liberty University. In 2020, he was named a Distinguished Alumni Award recipient by the College of Arts and Architecture at the University
of North Carolina at Charlotte.

His professional teaching career began in 2006 as Director of Bands at Seneca High School in South Carolina. After two years, he taught

Carolina) as Director of Athletic Bands, elevating many elements of Limestone’s athletic band program. A major accomplishment of
Saints was auditioning and being selected to lead one of the afternoon parades at Walt Disney World’s Magic Kingdom in January 20
association adopted. Dr. Earp also ensured the instrumental building at Pfeiffer received much-needed renovations.

In addition to teaching, Dr. Earp is an active published composer and arranger with his music being performed interna
Contest in Colorado, multiple J.W. Pepper Editors’ Choice awards and multiple works selected to be
Mississippi with his wife Mary Beth and sons Jackson and Jasper.

More about Dr. Earp can be found at www.joeemusic.com. Follow Dr. Earp on social media @earpc
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