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Dedicated to my father, L.M. Butler

About the Composer

Often called “the female Sousa,” Helen May Butler (1867-1957) achieved great success with her all-women’s band
between 1898 and 1912. Her best-known group was called Helen May Butler and Her Ladies’ Military Band and
was a known favorite of President Theodore Roosevelt. Born on a farm in Keene, New Hampshire, Butler was raised
in Providence, Rhode Island, and retired to raise her family in Cincinnati, Ohio.

About the Editor

Clarence Barber taught public school in Ohio for 31 years, including 21 years with the Midview Local Schools. A
graduate of Kent State University, he has also done post-graduate work at Kent State and the University of Akron.
Mr. Barber studied composition with Walter Watson and Ralph Turek and percussion with Larry Snider, Michael
Rosen, and James Adkins. Currently the band editor for LudwigMasters Publications and Southern Music Company,
he has served on the adjunct faculty at the Baldwin-Wallace University Conservatory of Music and Lorain County
Community College. His compositions have been played around the world, including many written for his students
at Midview and for members of the United States Air Force and Army Bands, and members of the Cleveland
Orchestra. As a percussionist, he has been a member of the Akron and Canton (OH) Symphony Orchestras, the
Blossom Festival Band, Blossom Festival Orchestra, Virginia Grand Military Band, Strongsville Community Band,
and the Patriot Symphonic Band.

Program Notes

During the 1904 Theodore Roosevelt election campaign, Cosmopolitan America was selected as the official march of the
Republican Party. Butler’s band performed that year at the Republican National Convention. The march bears a dedication to
her father, Lucius Marshall Butler, a railroad engineer who was instrumental in the design of early Pullman cars.

Performance Notes

Despite the changing meters, the march should be played at a constant tempo. Cornets, trumpets, and snare drum
are the only performers who will play in the compound meter passages. As with all marches, articulate clearly,
with precision and space between the notes. Do not overplay louder dynamic levels. Make those more effective by
bringing the softer dynamics down for better contrast. While only two clarinet parts were scored in the original
march, the first clarinet part is often divisi. It is recommended that the clarinet parts be distributed as if they were
three in number.
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