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The Composer

Randall D. Standridge (b. 1976) grew up in Little Rock, Arkansas and received his
Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State University, where he studied
composition with Dr. Tom O’Connor. He returned to Arkansas State University and
received his Master’s in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O’Connor and
Dr. Tim Cirist.

Randall is a member of ASCAP and is in demand as a composer, arranger, clinician,
and designer. His pieces have been performed internationally, and numero
pieces have been selected to the J.W. Pepper’s Editor's Choice list.
He has also had several pieces selected for performance at t i
Chicago, IL, and his work Art(isms) was performed at the 20
Conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. His music is recogniz
literature for concert festivals and band concerts across the Unite
throughout the world.

In addition to his career as a composer, Randall is a

and writer. He lives in Jonesboro, Arka

About the Music Q
In 1865, the USS Sultana was traveling up the Mississippi River andycarrying over two tho assengers, the large

majority of which were Union soldiers returning home from the Ci ar. The spring rains a eing burdened beyond

capacity (she was designed for little over three hundred pas t considerable strain on'her engines. In the early

morning hours of April 27, 1865, her engines exploded, en of over one and souls and injuring many

others. The explosion and sinking of the Sultana is consi orst magiti saster in United States history;
%

however, Abraham Lincoln was assassinated just days be e news of t ana was overshadowed and almost
forgotten. To this day, she sits buried in dry land i er h%/m ed course many times over the
ensuing years.

The work begins with the familiar hymd, Abide osed in w the tune of Eventide. This hymn was popular

around the end of the Civil War and wo board. The soldiers reflect on their relief and

i teful voyage, the soldiers begin singing and
C}g the time, which is overlayed with strains of The

ht of all aboard take their toll, disaster strikes, and the
ide with Me returns as the civilians search the shores and

@and Association, Trey Reely, President. | wish to thank them for
reate a narrative, dramatic work that | hope both audience and performers
d to accommodate larger ensembles as well, note that this piece is

. ductors will see a lot of optional parts listed, yet can be confident that the
complete withou e or all of these optional parts.

arsal Su ons
—The tempo of thl tical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper
technical develo to achieve the written tempi.

~The work ch character several times throughout. The beginning should be solemn and reverent, the middle more
frivolous and joyful, the disaster should be dramatic and scary, and the final section reverent with a hint of triumph.

This work was commi
trusting me with_thi

—The percussion should be on the slightly louder side of the balance spectrum. Please do not hide them; however, they
should not cover the ensemble.

—The aleatoric section should only be held as long as the players can sustain and crescendo the shouts and pleas for
help. It should have a sense of growing and arrival, not just a stagnant cacophony.

- Randall D. Standridge
B1816



Duration: 6:45 commissioned by the Arkansas Small Band Association
Trey Reely, President; for their 2019 All-Star Honor Band
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