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Carnival of Shadows

David Marlatt

Something has happened at the circus... the magician has hypnotized the entire audience and the circus isn’t
quite right. After a strange and frightening beginning, there is a gentle, yet peculiar, rain that falls. A creepy
theme in the tenor saxophone (interrupted by some terrifying screams) moves into the trapeze artists theme
where they seem to encounter an accident. A short funeral procession leads back into the lone sneaky
saxophone before the magic box is opened. This magic slowly evolves into a returiito normality and back to
The Greatest Show On Earth!

There are many sudden and dramatic dynamic shifts so players imust observe them carefully. Staccato
indications should be played very short to help creater creepy and unexpected effects. Trumpet players
playing with harmon mutes (stem removed) should play 2 dynamics louderthan indicated to get the “buzz”
from the mute.

At 21 is an audience generated rain effeet; Have a member of the.€nsemble stand up and indicate the actions
to the audience creating a light rain off in the distance.

Measure 56 see§ an explosion of sound interrupting the tenor solo. The flutes create a screaming effect by
over-blowifig while doing random fingerings.The flutter tonguing in some of the winds should be loud and
aggressive - growling can work here too 1i flutier tonguing proves to be awkward for players.

This belongs to the overarching“work, The Forgotten Fair, a trilogy of pieces which consists of Kensington
Celebration, The Three Rings and ends with Carnival of Shadows. Each can work as a stand-alone piece or
can be performed togetlier.

Commissioned by the 2023/24 Madeleine d’Houet Grade 9 Junior High Concert Band,
Michael Carlucci Conductor

David Marlatt (b. 1973) is an accomplished Canadian composer, arranger and publisher. He writes music for concert band, string
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for the 2023/24 Madeleine d’Houet Grade 9 Junior High Concert Band, Michael Carlucci Conductor

CARNIVAL OF SHADOWS David Marlatt
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Chimes
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S.D.

Rain
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Tri Tamb

Clave W.B.

W.C. VS.
Rat Cym

Brake, Gong
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