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uctor 1st Trombone
1st Eb Alto S one 2nd Trombone (Optional)
2nd B A‘Saxophone 3rd Trombone (Optional)
Tst axophone Guitar Chords
2 enor Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)

m itone Saxophone (Optional) Piano

b Trumpet Bass

2nd Bb Trumpet Drums

3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

Optional/Alternate Parts
C Flute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)




NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Midnight Creeper is a funky soul-jazz composition by alto saxophonist Lou Donaldson. It was recorded in 1968 on his al
by the same name and featured jazz greats George Benson on guitar, Lonnie Smith on organ, Blue Mitchell on cornet,
Idris Muhammad on drums. Midnight Creeper follows in the same style as Donaldson’s “Alligator Boogaloo,” where he delve
into the melding of jazz with soul and funk.

This arrangement follows Donaldson’s recording by getting right into the tune without an introduction. It’s a strai
even-eighth-note blues form. Usually, this level of difficulty avoids using sixteenth notes, however thi thp
the melody is easily accessible for young players.
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If the students have difficulty with the sixteenths, they can alter the melody to this eighth-note pattern:
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The melody in the first chorus is in the tenor saxes and bari sax Itis alsa
the melody is in the alto and tenor saxes, with the brass pIa

mimics Donaldson’s solo from the recording, which leads the ch
up for additional opportunities for the students to improvis
so desired.

S

he trumpet 2 ;ﬁ the second chorus,
25 the full ensemble

to t 0 sectlo lo section can be opened

ounds cané d at will or even omitted if

At m. 50, the ensemble plays what is known as a “stop-ti " where th ythm section plays a specific rhythm for
eight measures. The rhythm section aligns with s and trombo and the trumpets play the melodic line. The

conclusion of the chart“tags”the last four measu elody. Regar rticulation, the marcato or rooftop accent (A)

is played accented and detached (think “dahit") 0SS hort but not clipped.
This arrangement has very accessi e sectlons whi

their improvisational skills.

IIow more rehearsal time for the students to develop

Like many of Lou Donaldso unes, Midnight C@ is fun and very accessible. | hope your students have fun with
the arrangement and learn mo ut the style q onaldson.
Thanks for choosing Midnight Creeper! Q

V —Terry White

Terry
White

Terry White is a retired music educator having taught
instrumental music at all levels from beginning band
to college jazz ensembles for over 34 years. He has
been a composer, performer, and bandleader in the
Portland, Maine area. Terry has written for many
idioms including the Portland Symphony Orchestra,
marching band, jazz ensemble, and concert band.
His music has been performed at the Midwest clinic
in Chicago, listed on the NYSSMA list, and widely
published. Terry presently writes and performs
with the Portland Jazz Orchestra and is an active
adjudicator and festival conductor.

Visit; www.twhitemusic.com



Arranged by Terry White

Words and Music by Lou Donaldson
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