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Adrian Bourgeois

Oblivious was written in the fall of 2006 for a student by the name of Jordan.  Throughout Jordan’s band
career  he was a steady musician in the percussion section.  He had always been that “oblivious” person in
the back of the room.  On certain days in band, Jordan would look like he was half asleep, but when it came
time for him to play his part, he would nail it.  This composition made sure he was awake through the entire
performance to show off his talents as a musician.  It can be played with or without accompaniment.  If the
accompaniment is used, make sure the piano is in a place where it can be heard.

Oblivious uses many different sounds and colors throughout the entire composition.  The performer must be
confident with sticking skills and a strong confidence with rhythms is a must.  At times in the composition
the timpanist plays eighth notes against triplets in the piano. The performer can develop a cadenza to show
off technical talents.  The written cadenza is optional.  It IS important to complete the cadenza with the four
sets of sixteenth notes written to allow a good flow to the ending of the piece.

To get the full effect of the composition, the performer must use the proper articulations as well as dynamics.
Do not be afraid to take risks with tempos.
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