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David Ferguson

Miles, as the name implies, is inspired by the improvisations and compositional style of Miles Davis during 
his “modal period”. With one masked exception, none of the themes presented here are taken from Miles 
Davis’ recordings. Instead, the piece is constructed (like Miles’ solos) around clearly defined rhythmic and 
melodic motives. These motives are explored in five sections, and are tied together with a two measure 
recurring vamp which invokes Miles’ questioning and searching spirit.

 This piece requires a good deal of rhythmic independence from players and each person is featured in short 
solo and lead roles at various points throughout the piece. Range considerations in the piece are minimal, 
since it rarely travels far above the staff. This limited range was done to facilitate performances by 
trumpeters at the high school, collegiate or professional levels. The choice to use four trumpets was also 
made deliberately, both to ensure part independence and transparent texture, as well as to encourage directors
to perform this work using the trumpet section of a school jazz band.

 Close attention should be paid to articulations and dynamics. Unless noted otherwise, assume a legato feel 
with no vibrato. There are several mute changes which may pose a challenge if the tempo is not kept at the 
60 beats per minute indicated. Attention to tempo and practice should make these mute changes more 
manageable.

 It should also be noted that the loudest point of the piece begins on beat 3 of m. 45. Especially note the 
crescendo into this chord (the first major triad to appear in the piece) on the run before it. The performers 
should also take care that no crescendos previous to this point reach the same volume as that in m. 45.

 I hope you enjoy the piece. I welcome your questions or comments. Please email me a note when you 
perform it.

David Ferguson     dfergusn@iup.edu
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