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Meet Me at the Taqueria
A strong Latin chart provides an essential change of pace that easily fits into any program. This chart provides young musicians with an excellent opportunity to learn about 
this exciting style of music. 

The foundation to a successful performance of Meet Me at The Taqueria lies in the groove created by the rhythm section. The even eighth note Latin groove should have a 
strong drive to it throughout the chart. Musicians should be encouraged to listen to the excellent recording of the chart that is available on all streaming platforms or on the 
Kendor Music website.

All players should closely observe all articulation markings. Singing the ensemble parts is a great way to help students gain a grasp of the articulations. Since the groove in 
the rhythm section is such an essential element of the chart, the horn players should all pay close attention to the groove and the time. 

The solo section at bar 57 may be opened up. Improvisation should be encouraged, but written solos are provided. Backgrounds may be played as desired and should be 
cued. Following the solo section, the full band returns to take the chart out.

Doug Beach
Doug Beach is a performer, composer, publisher, educator, arranger, and Grammy Award winner.
 
At Elmhurst College (IL), where he taught since 1978, he served as director of the acclaimed Elmhurst College Jazz Band and as 
director of jazz studies. Under his direction, the Jazz Band has made over 30 European tours (twice at the invitation of the U.S. State 
Department) and has performed in jazz festivals across the world.
 
Beach is equally well known for his work as a publisher and composer. His company, Doug Beach Music, is one of the world’s leading 
publishers of educational jazz music, and each year since 1995 he has been the recipient of a Plus Award from the American Society 
of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP). In 1996, the Count Basie Orchestra and New York Voices recorded his arrangement 
of Cottontail on a CD that went on to win the Grammy Award for best large jazz ensemble. 

George Shutack
George is widely regarded as one of the leading composers of jazz ensemble music for younger players. While he has written many 
challenging works as well, he is best known for his charts at the grade 2-4 levels.
 
A keyboard player living in the Chicago area, George has been writing for Doug Beach Music since 1978. In addition to being one 
of the core staff writers, he is also responsible for many of the decisions regarding the company’s musical direction. With over 125 
compositions to his credit, George is one of the most active writers in jazz education today.
 
While in college at the University of Illinois Chicago Campus, George studied orchestration. During this period, George began writing 
longer festival pieces and commissions for the Decatur MacArthur Jazz Ensemble in Decatur Illinois.
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