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A Little Orpheus Swing
1.   This original swing chart is based on the chord changes to the iconic Bossa Nova jazz standard, Black Orpheus.

2.   Lines in the horns should be played smoothly, with crisp articulations. Accents should all be played long throughout.

3.   Drum set should closely observe the stylistic variations within the chart as noted (especially at the “shout chorus” styled sections). It is strongly recommended to work
     the rhythm separately and strive for rhythmic precision and cohesiveness.

4.   Horns should lock in with tight precision on rhythmic figures and articulate very crisply, always listening carefully to the rhythm section.

5.   Solo sections: Guitar/Piano should play close attention to articulations as would the horns, and also avoid busy, simultaneous comping by alternating roles
     (padding vs. rhythmic) or by taking turns laying out. 

Michele Fernández
Michele Fernández is an active clinician/guest conductor, composer/arranger, educator, performer. Her publications for jazz and wind 
ensemble are found in various catalogues and have been performed (as well as clinics presented) at Midwest, CBDNA, JEN, IAJE, 
various MEA’s All-State/Regional bands. Michele serves ensembles of all ages across the country through virtual or in-person clinics 
and Artist-in-Residence events. She recently retired from teaching after 30 years, where her Miami Senior High ensembles earned top 
honors and gained international acclaim despite being a Title One school with minimal resources. Michele and her groups have been 
selected for appearances at the Midwest Clinic (Chicago ’93 & ’98), IAJE (Boston ’94, NY ’97), Montreux Jazz Fest (Switzerland ’96), 
FMEA and national publications as well as featured on “CBS Sunday Morning”, Band Director’s Guide and Downbeat Magazine. She 
has also taught SPED, ESOL, HS English and Chemistry. Before focusing on writing, she served as an oboist in the Miami area, and 
spent several years as a rhythm section member of a busy local Afro-Latin/Jazz ensemble. As a clinician/composer: Michele views 

writing and clinics as an opportunity to discuss important aspects of life while also focusing on the art form of performance, and in so doing, to help others gain more self-
confidence and an increased awareness of compassion for others that will lead to success in all areas of life. 
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