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About the Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. He is a seasoned
music educator and very active as a composer, clinician and conductor
throughout the United States and Canada. His compositional style for
young ensembles displays a keen, practical approach which has firmly
established him as aleader in the field. Since 1993, Mr. Owens has written
over 200 commissioned and published works for concert band, string
orchestra and small ensemble. His music is performed and appears on
required music lists nationally and abroad.

William is a 1985 graduate of Chicago’s VanderCook College of Music and
the recipient of numerous awards and grants for composition. Professional

memberships include the American Society of Composers Authors and
Publishers (ASCAP), the Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA), the Association of Texas Small
School Bands (ATSSB) and Phi Beta Mu International Bandmasters Fraternity

William resides in Fort Worth, TX with his wife and best friend, Georgia. Q
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As I've often said, composing music to honor the ry o ed one is never an easy task. And to
the family and friends of Mr. Jim Melhart of MCN@ Te plece comes with sincere condolences
and a heavy heart.

As music written for a departed Ioved S gen@ solemn and introspective, | was quite elated
to be afforded the opportunity to e a WQ) a festive nature. While being granted complete
artistic freedom, my one caveat w or th be quite reflective of the gentleman it honors. As
Jim was a man who truly embodied vitality, g§nerosity, and joy, the idea of Latin dances immediately
came to mind; the ultimate result bein 55 Bailes Calientes” (The Sultry Dances). The work consists
of three distinct sections/dances: @

From the outset, the Flamencg (wild flamenco) exudes high spirit and a wonderful exuberance.
Driving rhythms and a marj vle Trumpet duet are at the forefront of this rather spicy phase.

Slow and introspective in nature, the Rumba Lenta (slow rumba) portrays the profound void felt by
family and friends. While the music is a celebration of life, the anguish that comes with the loss of a
loved one simply cannot be dismissed. By way of the melancholy Oboe melody, the music transitions
into a beautiful haunting melody by way of the Saxophone, gradually blossoming into a song of “gleeful
lament” by the full ensemble.

Offering a vivid depiction of a carefree spirit, the upbeat Samba Divertida (fun samba) is quite literally
a celebratory “happy dance”! While the man himself is no longer among us, the beautiful memories and

strong legacy he leaves will most certainly endure. Driving rhythms and memorable melodic statements,
including that of an intrepid Trombone duet, quite aptly define this riveting final statement.

o

williamowensmusic.com william.owens.581 Wingert-Jones Publications

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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