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Instrumentation

Grade 3

Full Score     1
Flute 1      4
Flute 2      4
Oboe      2
B≤ Clarinet 1     4
B≤ Clarinet 2     4
B≤ Clarinet 3     4
Bass Clarinet     2
Bassoon     2
Alto Saxophone 1    2 
Alto Saxophone 2    2
Tenor Saxophone    2
Baritone Saxophone    2
B≤ Trumpet 1     4
B≤ Trumpet 2     4
B≤ Trumpet 3     4
Horn in F 1     2 
Horn in F 2     2
Trombone 1     3
Trombone 2     3
Euphonium     3
Baritone T.C.     2
Tuba      4
Timpani (F: B≤: C: E≤)    2
Mallets      2

Bells, Xylophone, Chimes
Percussion 1     2

Snare Drum, Bass Drum
Percussion 2     7

Suspended Cymbal, Triangle, Mark Tree,
Crash Cymbals, Tam-tam, Tambourine, Cabasa
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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Inflection Point is a work dedicated to Patrick Vandehey, Director of Bands at Portland State University 
on the occasion of his retirement. An inflection point is a moment where a significant change or turning 
point occurs. This felt very appropriate to honor Patrick Vandehey for his four plus decades of teaching. 

The music contains many polychord elements that I love from the music of Vincent Persichetti and 
William Schuman. It really brings out the wonderful colors of the modern wind band. The composition 
begins with these polychords as a way to set the tapestry of the sounds to come. The music moves ahead 
at bar 12 with a noble melody in the brass. This lyric line gets passed around the ensemble and gives way 
to a rhythmic motif in bar 34 that once again employs these polychords. 

Pulsing 8th notes accompany the return of the noble melody in the Flute at bar 50. The rhythmic 
polychords jump back in at bar 64 with a tradeoff with the percussion. As a Trombonist, Mr. Vandehey 
will appreciate the low voices taking over the melody at the section at bar 76. This all builds up to a bright 
and full chord at bar 95. 

The 8th note pulses return at bar 100 to signal a quickening of pace and sprinkles of the melody and the 
polychord rhythmic idea. Take your time going into the full scale presentation of the melody at bar 120. 
It should be big and bold. The composition ends as it begins with the haunting polychords and is a fitting 
way for Mr. Vandehey to ride off into the sunset. 

Inflection Point was commissioned by a consortium of schools and individuals.

About the Composer

Inflection Point

seanoloughlin.com seanoloughlinmusic seanoloughlinmusic excelciamusicpublishing

Sean is a fresh voice and a rising name in the music world. His music 
is characterized by vibrant rhythms, passionate melodies, and colorful 
scoring. He is one of the most performed composers of educational music.

Mountainside High School
Sherwood High School 
Pacific University
West Linn High School 
Portland State University School of Music
Westview High School 
West Salem High School 
Aloha High School
University of Kansas

Clackamas Community College
George Fox University
Portland Youth Philharmonic
Roseburg High School 
Cleveland High School 
Bothell High School 
Union High School 
Adrienne C. Nelson High School

Carol Smith
James and Chantal Faraudo
James Pick
Roger and Susan Bowles
David Bamonte
Melody and Tristan Weitkamp
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Full Score
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(ASCAP)

Commissioned by the Patrick Vandehey Consortium
and dedicated to Patrick Vandehey, Director of Bands, Portland State University on the occasion of his retirement

Recording available on all major streaming services
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