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Instrumentation

Grade 5 1/2

Full Score     1
Piccolo      1
Flute 1      4
Flute 2      4
Oboe      2
B≤ Clarinet 1     4
B≤ Clarinet 2     4
B≤ Clarinet 3     4
Bass Clarinet     2
Bassoon     2
Alto Saxophone 1    2
Alto Saxophone 2    2
Tenor Saxophone    2
Baritone Saxophone    2
B≤ Trumpet 1     4
B≤ Trumpet 2     4
B≤ Trumpet 3     4
Horn in F 1     2
Horn in F 2     2
Trombone 1     3
Trombone 2     3
Euphonium     3
Baritone T.C.     2
Tuba      4
Timpani (F: A: C: G) (Triangle, Small Shakers) 3
Mallets 1     4

Bells, Xylophone, Vibraphone, Chimes
Mallets  2     3

Vibraphone, Marimba, Chimes
Percussion 1     2

Snare Drum, Bass Drum
Percussion 2     5

Bowed Vibes Div., Suspended Cymbal,
Hi-hat, Tom-toms, Wind Chimes

Percussion 3     6
Tam-tam, Small Cabasa, Crash Cymbals,
Tambourine, Wooden Temple Blocks, Catsanets

Bright Light in the World
CAROL BRITTIN CHAMBERS
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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Bright Light in the World was commissioned by the Iowa City High School Wind Ensemble in Iowa City, 
IA, directors Mike Kowbel and Aaron Ottmar. The piece was written in memory of Emma Nugent
(2003-2020) and premiered in June 2021.

Emma Nugent was a talented Fute player in the Iowa City High School band. Those who knew her 
described her as “adventurous, with an infectious enthusiasm for all things fun.” She was always “there 
for others who were feeling left out,” and her strong work ethic showed continuously, whether she was 
practicing volleyball, music, or volunteering on mission trips to help those in need. According to Emma’s 
Spanish teacher, “to know Emma was to know the best of human kind and to experience true human 
kindness.” In short, Emma was “a bright light in the world.”

The opening section of the piece is based on the hymn Ye Are the Light of the World, first heard in the Alto 
Sax., Clarinet, Oboe, and Flute solos. The text is as follows:

Oh, Christian, do not hide your light! For ye are the light of the world, Then keep it trimmed and burning bright, 
For ye are the light of the world. For ye are the light of the world, For ye are the light of the world; Then keep your 
lamps all burning bright, For ye are the light of the world.

The Horns pick up this same hymn but are briefly interrupted by Piccolo quotes of This Little Light of 
Mine. The Piccolo itself represents Emma, as do the words from both songs.

Measure 31 begins the middle section of the piece, which represents life’s journey and Emma’s adventurous 
spirit. Measure 55 turns a bit more tumultuous and rockier, representing Emma’s competitive spirit and 
one’s ability to persevere and stay on course.

The final section beginning at Measure 119 is a sudden release of energy. The horns warmly remind us 
once again of Ye Are the Light of the World, and the entire ensemble begins to build toward the positive, 
powerful ending based on This Little Light of Mine. Above all else, that’s what Emma truly was…a light 
for others…a bright light in the world.

Note to the Conductor regarding Percussion
The percussion parts in this piece can mostly be covered by seven players. However, from Measure 1-16, 
the Percussion 2 player will need to cover the lower bowed Vibraphone part on Mallets 2.

Bright Light in the World

           About the Composer 
Carol Brittin Chambers is currently the composer and owner of Aspenwood Music, 

LLC. She lives in San Antonio, Texas, where she is also on the music faculty at Texas 
Lutheran University.

Chambers is commissioned each year to compose and arrange works for concert 
band, marching band, orchestra, and various other ensembles. Her concert works 
have been selected to the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List and the Bandworld Top 
100 and have been performed at state educator conferences across the country, 

including the Midwest Clinic in Chicago. She was named the winner of the 2019 
WBDI (Women Band Directors International) Composition Competition. She has 

arranged and orchestrated marching shows for numerous high school and college 
bands across the country, as well as The Crossmen Drum Corps.

Before coming to TLU, Chambers taught middle school and high school band and private lessons for many years in the 
North East Independent School District, San Antonio, TX. She has also consistently performed with groups such as the 
Mid-Texas and San Antonio Symphonies.

Chambers received a Master of Music in Trumpet Performance from Northwestern University and a Bachelor of Music 
Education from Texas Tech University. She studied under Vincent Cichowicz, John Paynter, Arnold Jacobs, James 
Sudduth, and Will Strieder.

aspenwoodmusic.com aspenwoodmusic/carol excelciamusicpublishing
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Commissioned by the Iowa City High School Wind Ensemble: Iowa City, IA, directors Mike Kowbel and Aaron Ottmar,
in memory of Emma Nugent (2003-2020)

Bright Light in the WorldFull Score

© 2022 by Excelcia Music Publishing, LLC •  International Copyright Secured •  All Rights Reserved Including Performing Rights
Recording available on all major streaming services
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