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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Laura Estes taught middle and high school band for 36 years before retiring in
2018 from the Cobb County School System (GA). Upon retirement she began
composing, and her first piece Kvetchers (Surprises in Controversial Time)
was accepted for publication in Excelcia’s 2020 catalog. In addition to her
music being performed at The Midwest Clinic in Chicago, Estes’ concert
works have been selected for the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List as well
as being named Five Star Features from Stanton’s Sheet Music. With
her composition Walking on Air, Estes was named the winner of the 2021
Women Band Directors International (WBDI) Composition Competition.

Throughout Estes’ career, her bands consistently earned Superior ratings at
performance evaluations, and she was awarded the National Band Association’s Citation of Excellence
as her middle and high school bands were selected to perform at clinics in the Southeast.

A South Florida native, Estes earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Music Educat The Florida State
University and her Master’s Degree in Music Education fromy Georgia %\ niversity. In addition to
composing, Estes continues to serve as an adjudicator, gue&%duct‘or ician, and mentor. Estes and

her husband Gil reside in Marietta, GA, and have 5 hil% drienne, April, Eric, Daniel,
and Michelle.

O
END ®$NG @%PE

\40pewell Middle School’s 20th Anniversary, I

After receiving this commission project emor

wanted to create a piece thatwould r 0% ith dstudents, studentbody, teachers, administration,
and the alumni of Hopewell Mid%c ool. IRy sked to write a piece for this occasion was a special
honor which deserved an equally sp cial compobition.

Written in a quasi-standard overture forpNMre is nothing standard about “Enduring Hope”! “Enduring
Hope” opens with a heroic fanfare 1 time that quickly morphs into an energetic piece featuring
each section of the band in some n. Surprise chords, light syncopation, musical twists and turns,
and cool percussion parts will

veryone on the edge of their seats. Percussionists will shine with 2
itJd the Hi-Hat, sleigh bells, and other “toys.” Directors and students can
experiment using different cMor combinations with choices of solo/soli opportunities for Euphonium,
Bassoon, Trombone, Tenor Sax, Flute, and Oboe. Students and audiences will feel palpable excitement
while performing and rehearsing this celebratory piece.

“Enduring Hope” is a joyful celebration of the enduring, positive impact Hopewell Middle School has
had on the community of Milton through the years, and into the future.

DEDICATION

This composition is dedicated to the Hopewell Middle School band students and band directors of the
past, present, and future, with special thanks to band director Jessica Thomas. Her kindness and expertise
are boundless.

i You
Tube
excelciamusic.com/laura-estes excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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LAURA ESTES
(ASCAP)

Enduring Hope

Milton, Georgia; Jessica Thomas, director.

Commssioned for the 2024-2025 Hopewell Middle School Band Program,
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