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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Laura Estes taught middle and high school band for 36 years before retiring in
2018 from the Cobb County School System (GA). Upon retirement she began
composing, and her first piece Kvetchers (Surprises in Controversial Time)
was accepted for publication in Excelcia’s 2020 catalog. In addition to her
music being performed at The Midwest Clinic in Chicago, Estes’ concert
works have been selected for the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List as well
as being named Five Star Features from Stanton’s Sheet Music. With
her composition Walking on Air, Estes was named the winner of the 2021
Women Band Directors International (WBDI) Composition Competition.

Throughout Estes’ her bands consistent] Superior ratings at
performance evaluations, and she was aw the National Band As %'OHIS Citation of Excellence
@ Y

as her middle and high school bands ected to perform at clin e Southeast.
.

A South Florida native, Estes earnqd héFBachelor’s Degree in ducation from The Florida State
University and her Master’s D in Music Education f@ orgia State University. In addition to
composing, Estes continugs t ductor, clinician, and mentor. Estes and

as an adjudicator, S
her husband Gil reside i tta, GA, and have Qaz ng children: Adrienne, April, Eric, Daniel,

and Michelle.
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QK JAFFA OOVERTUR $ \QQ)
(ENT TO THE OLD éQ

A lifelong dream came true in the of 2023 with a visit to t autiful land of Israal, ne of
the highlights was exploring theQld g the Old City took m \ away as
% d located just off Ia@, this 16th

pedestrian entran dreds of years.

I crossed under the Jaffa Galt ed after the city of

century gate on the City’ SN side has served as the

Built out of pale Jerusa one, the gate’s distincti ape was a characteristi§ feature of Medieval

construction, desig@“pede a charging ar @ithin the Old City wall{thg sights, sounds, tastes,
&1’65 Entrance to the Old (e s born.

and music were Q\s~ izing, and Jaffa Ga?

Jaffa Gate Ove begins with a heroic introduction that quickly
voices state the main theme. Written primarily in the key o
throughout, the overall feel is mysterious and exotic, just likgthe ®1d City. Every instrument section is
featured prominently, and the percussionists will have lot m creating the ‘day and night’ ambiance
of the Old City with Finger Cymbals, Claves, TambO\iGJ d Tom-tom:s.

hto high gear as the low tenor
xolydian with light syncopation

I wish everyone the opportunity to visit Israel anga ience entering the Old City of Jerusalem through
the Jaffa Gate. I hope you enjoy playing Jaffa G*t erture as much as I enjoyed writing it.

EDICATION

Jaffa Gate Overture is dedicated to the congregants and clergy of Temple Kol Emeth of Marietta, Georgia,
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of its founding.

; You
Tube
excelciamusic.com/laura-estes excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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