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About the Composer

Steve Wiest is a multiple Grammy-nominated trombonist, composer, author, and cartoonist. The former soloist and writer for Maynard Ferguson,
Steve went on to perform on the road with Doc Severinsen and the Old Tonight Show Orchestra as well as many other artists. Steve has numerous
recordings out as a leader, the most recent of which is the debut album from the critically-acclaimed all-star horn band Vinyl Hampdin. Along
with being the trombonist with the group, Wiest has composed and arranged all eleven tracks for their new recording titled “RED.” Joining Steve
in Vinyl Hampdin is an all-star assemblage of Grammy and Juno winners: Lisa Dodd, Frank David Greene, Ray Herrmann, Sly5thAve, Stockton
Helbing, Ryan Davidson, Eric Gunnison, Art Bouton, and Gerald Stockton.

In the world of jazz education, Steve was formerly the Director of the One O’Clock Lab Band at The University of North Texas and Co-chair of
Jazz Studies at The University of Denver’s Lamont School of Music. In high demand as a clinician, comp nd conductor, Wiest has directed

many all-state ensembles and appeared as a guest artist and clinician all over the world.
It's Not Working
Here is another one of my original works that was inspired by something one of my children did When redoung. In e it was my son Matthew, and he was
somewhere around five years old. It was winter in Wisconsin, and we were all at our church one Sun thew d 3 o puffy coat, snow pants, boots, knit hat, and
mittens. At the ramp in front of the sanctuary—installed for accessibility—Matthew had the idea of r to th plopping down on his belly creating what he
hoped would be a long slide. The approach was perfect, the plop...excellent! But then his coat ca n the no y surface installed on said runway. Matthew instantly

came to a halt, waited two beats, then said “It's not working.”

Alas, no slide, but on that day, this chart title was born. Thanks Matthew!

REM @ TIPS
In general, the most effective way to learn this piece is by listening to the demo tra xl e followmg alQug and counting your specific part. In this way, you can hear and see

the nuance involved in playing funky lines that still swing.

To illustrate Matthew’s quick stop in our story once he plopped down o the mu5|c lece stops abruptly throughout. Usually, the gap that the halt in the action
creates is filled in by a pyramid in the horns. For example, beginning in 5 the Pj ys the entire pyramid melody, while the horns have individual entrances
where portions of that Piano melody are divided among various inst Each horn sting their entrance as notated, but then back off on the volume so you can
hear the next entrance. Once all the notes of the pyramid chord are i e, ever, rescendo Also, it is very important for each horn to count all the time they are

playing their part of the pyramid to keep track of the entire phr

Drums: the “funk swing feel” that first shows up in Meagire, €Y to the wh
while the Ride Cymbal is playing more of a swing pag@#rn a situation whe

t. The first backbeat is on the and-of-two giving the groove its straight eight funky feel
it will be easiest to listen to what the drummer did on the demo recording and just do that!

Piano: Play the figure and voicing in Measures 17-24 asQg. This is a ver, @(lve minor with a major 6th effect that is important to establish. During the horn interplay that
follows it would be a good idea to play all those figures as’written a g reate a solid foundation for all of the funky syncopation going on in the horns.

Bass: you have a slower moving melody (introduced first in Mea that stays static while everyone else is being syncopated and funky. You get to play a sort of cantus
firmus as a theme that anchors everything. Guitar: you are do ith various horn parts melodically throughout the entire chart (except for the solo section, where you have
the option of comping) Listen for who you are doubled wi e sure you are locking up with the way they are playing a given line.

measure 25, a great example of this is the phrasegh pears in measure 37 where Bass Trombone and Bari Sax play on two and three followed by the rest of the brass on
four, then they swap out again with Bass Tromjg8n ari on one followed by the rest of the brass on beat two. As with all figures in a large ensemble, counting your part and

Horns, there are LOTS of individual entrances that collic elycreate a nice funky effect throughout this piece. After initially taking turns with the brass on downbeats in
n
feeling an internal beat is paramount.

Have fun!

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found @ You
aZZ O and used by going to excelciamusic.com

PRACTICE TRACKS and searching for the title of this piece. steve-wiest.com excelciamusicpublishing
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4x (Softer on each repeat)
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