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Craig Skeffington

Craig Skeffington has been an active New England composer, arranger and educator for the past 3
decades with pieces in the jazz, marching and wind band genres. A high school band director since 1992,
Craig was the 2003 MMEA Teacher of the Year and is currently on the adjunct faculty of the University of
Southern Maine as an instructor in applied jazz arranging. His published pieces have consistently received
“Editors Choice” in the JW Pepper music catalog. His music has been performed at the prestigious Midwest
Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago, lll. He is both a past president of the Maine Band Directors Association
and jazz activities chair for the Maine Music Educators Association. Craig is currently serving MMEA as the

instrumental jazz chairperson, as well as the National Federation for Music OTIOH as the Eastern Division
Representative for the United States.
As a frumpet player Craig has played with Barry Manilow, the Glenn Miller Orc o’rolle ohnny Mathis, Colin Raye, The
Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra from Washington D.C, Kris Berg an rople ond (from Dallas TX) and toured
nationally with the Artie Shaw Orchestra. As a soloist, he has appeared with wa

ard wi @ |sTs Wayne Bergeron, Eric Marienthal
and Bob Mintzer as well as Grammy nominated artist Bobby Shew. His mu be f he Portland Jazz Orchestra’s CDs - Nor
Easter and Generations available on iTunes and CD Baby.

THAT Escala uick \
“THAT Escalated Quickly” is an original up tempo swing piece, ICxS\ d Q d changes of the classic “I Got Rhythm” pieces in

se
the Great American Songbook -
*  Cofttontail - Duke Ellington @
0\‘ ’

e Oleo - Miles Davis
*  Moose the Mooche - Charlie Parker K

The title refers to the start of COVID. Our school wos%d to host th State Jazz Festival in March of 2020. 2 days before the event, we

br ck soon. Of course we weren't, and everyone knows the story. The

were sent home for what was described as a “sh K"..
re-harmonized bridge changes are a nod to th & sitseems” - a direct reflection on the immediate changes COVID had!

“nothing is what it seems”) and an a C lla horns ai@ne section. With all of this, the focus should be time and tempo. No matter the
section, work towards a sense of keeping ovin he players lean into the anticipations. Like all pieces with a technical or tempo
challenge, work on this slowly at first!

The piece goes through several sec:’rio%ﬁ combo b statement of the head, a full ensemble shout, a half time feel (again,

The solo section utilizes the “A” section of o d rhythm change tune. The bridge uses chromatically descending sus7 harmony.
Patterns involving the minor pentatonic scole ok well here. Although the changes appear in only a few parts, please feel free to open it
up for other soloists.

| have had the pleasure of programify i piece with several district honors and all state ensembles. It has proven to be a challenging but
worthwhile piece that the students enj&. | appreciate your interest in this piece and hope it works well for your program. Please feel free to
reach out with comments and good luck! —Craig Skeffington

SoIoMqte SoloMate recordings are rhythm section only tracks
with the changes from the solo section of the chart.

Practice |mpl"OViSCI'|'iOI1 Go to kendormusic.com and search the title of this piece.
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For the 2020 University of Southern Maine Jazz Ensemble, Dr. Christopher Oberholtzer, Director
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