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Mike Tomaro

Mike Tomaro is a Saxophonist, composer, arranger, and educator based out of the Pittsburgh, PA area. His is the Director of Jazz
Studies Program at the Mary Pappert School of Music in Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA, a position he has held since 1997.
Mike has over 200 published compositions and arrangements. His work in all capacities c be heard on numerous recordings,
including four of his own.

Mike co-authored the textbook Instrumental Jazz Arranglng AC ive and 3 U|de (Hal Leondard Publications), with
his long-time mentor, Dr. John Wilson, who was Director of tUNeS at uq rS|ty from 1972-1996.

Mike is the Co-Artistic Director of the P|ttsburgh Jazz \ ¥, the P @ nd, and Artistic Director of the National Jazz
Workshop at Duquesne University.

Strollin’ unk
“Strollin’ Down Funk Avenue” is a shuffle funk blues commissioned by the U t. Clair HS Jazz emble, one of the great school programs in Southwestern PA. Be sure

to adhere to the indicated 86 bpm metronome marking to maintain the n™" feel of th e. Also note that the shuffle funk groove requires the 16ths to be swung
and the 8ths to be played straight. Though the tempo is slow, th lon needs #1to the groove and maintain intensity throughout; basic grooves have been
fully-notated in all the rhythm section parts. Rhythmic precisi in the hor jOhs as well to make this groove feel very funky. Saxes have the melody in both

the opening melody choruses (beginning at mm. 15 & 27) with S providi
from the solo sections; Baritone Sax, Bass Trombone and BgSs are featured h
Trumpet solo begins. Measure 59 can be opened fof s ruses,

can be cued at the director’s discretion. There igghg rlude at 83 th

send-off before the Tenor Sax solo begins. More OMgn choruses sta
123 leading to the soft ensemble chorus at 127. Thg band E
|

m ry in the second chorus. There is an interlude (m. 39) that separates the melody

Irst solo section begins at m. 47 with the band providing a 2-bar send-off before the
oMhe same soloist or different ones. Backgrounds for this soloist begin at measure 71 and
eparates the two solo sections. The second solo section begins at measure 87 with a 2-bar
g at measure 99 with backgrounds cued at 111. There is a 4-bar “cool down” section at measure
y his as softly as possible to make the fortissimo shout chorus at measure 140 most effective. In
anticipation of this, the rhythm transitions to double-time swi asure 138. This transition is a strict one with the quarter note of the funk groove equal to the half note
in the swing groove; don’t go any faster than this, as thergs on back to the funk groove a bit later that will not work properly if you do. As mentioned above, the shout
chorus begins at measure 140. This is the climax of the Mgcend the band should “let it all go” here. Watch for the dynamic change at 156 (the tag of the tune); this builds
into a transition back to the shuffle funk groove gth of the piece.

SoIoMqte SoloMate recordings are rhythm section only tracks
with the changes from the solo section of the chart.

Practice |mpl"OViSCI'|'iOI1 Go to kendormusic.com and search the title of this piece.
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Commissioned by the Upper St. Clair H.S. Jazz Ensemble, Pittsburgh, PA, Dr. John Seybert, Director

Shuffle Funk - straight 8ths, swing 16ths J
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Continue groove simile with these specific Bass kicks
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