CONDUCTOR FJH YOUNG BAND Grade 2

NIMROD

SIR EDWARD ELGAR
Arranged by

Chris Sharp
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The Arranger

Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He received
a Bachelor of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of

Florida, where he performed in bands under Frank Wickes and Gary Langford,
and studied privately with Richard W. Bowles and Edward Troupin. He earned

a Master of Music degree in studio writing and production from the University
of Miami, studying with Gary Lindsay, James Progris, Alfred Reed, Ron Mi
and Whit Sidener. Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a staff arranger for
Disney World Creative Services, providing music for events r
bands to national television broadcasts. He has also written f
(Florida and California); Ringling Brothers Circus; high school a
throughout the United States; and several service bands, includi
USAF Airmen of Note. Active nationwide as a clinician an
present focus is on developing material for high school
bands, jazz bands, and small ensembles. He current
where he is a composer, arranger, orchestra
music educator.

About the Music

Sir Edward Elgar’s Enigm ! is a collection.of musical vignettes based on
several of the composer’ ces. Each éion represents a different
cting that person. Nimrod,
tten for Elgar’s friend August
&g' mythical hunter,” is a translation
Jaeger’s faith in his friend’s ability
struggled to distinguish himself as a

@on of Jaeger, Nimrod is the portrayal of a
and Elgar as they discuss with equal admiration
hoven. Elgar’s variation is a slow and dignified
ect of Beethoven’s gift for extended and beautifully
It is intended to suggest the slow pace of the opening

movement o&thoven’s Piano Sonata No. 8, “Pathetique.”

musical chara

This treatme Nimrod provides an opportunity to make the renowned piece
éoung musicians. It is a wonderful vehicle for introducing phrasing
ression, and is scored in such a way to promote communication within

ng different sections of the ensemble. Especially challenging to players

ngth of phrases. Breathing schemes will have to be considered for each
\tlrase to achieve forward motion and uniformity of interpretation from beginning
release. Musicians should be especially attentive at phrase endings to enable

@ the director to musically stretch and release the final notes of each statement.

Encourage musicians to be patient without pushing the tempo —allow the

g beauty of the melody to emerge naturally.

Players should carefully observe the many tempo and dynamic indications.
The numerous intervallic leaps in the melody have required that it be passed
from section to section in places. Musicians should be sensitive to the melodic
elements, bringing them out of the ensemble texture when they have them and
staying in the background when they do not. Maintaining purity of tone quality
and accuracy of diatonic intervals through the dynamic changes will require

unbroken concentration. CZ
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

NIMROD

Approx. Performance Time = 2:44
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This arrangement © 2004 The FJH Music Company Inc.
International Copyright Secured. Made in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.
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