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Antonio Vivaldi

Under the title L’Estro armonico Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) wrote a collection of twelve instrumental
concertos. Concerto #9 (originally for solo violin, strings and continuo) is in three movements. All the
trademark Vivaldi musical gestures are present in this concerto such as imitative lines, his use of sequences
and the writing of solo versus tutti in repeated sections.

J.S. Bach must have thought this piece was a quality one. He arranged it for solo organ (BWV 972) adding
ornaments and a more colourful bass line.

To create the present edition, elements from both the organ adaptation and the original string writing have
been used. The time signature in the middle movement has been changed from 3/4 to 4/4 to better suit
cadences and phrases.
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